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Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Pensions, 
ported & bill granting a pension to Sarah Cran- 


re 
dall; which was read, and ordered to a second 


reading. F . ‘ y 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported, without amendment, House bill 
for the relief of John J. ¥ oung. : 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from,the Commit- 
teeon Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief 
of Alexander Montgomery, Assistant Quarter- 
master General of the United States; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

BILL ON LEAVE. 

Mr. DIX, pursuant to notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill to continue the light 
on Sands Point, Long Island; which was read a 
frst and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

WM. GREER, JR. 

On motion of Mr. DAYTON, the prior orders 
were postponed, and the Senate proceeded to con- 
sider a bill authorizing a patent to be issued to 
William Greer, Jr.; which was considered, and 
passed. 

Mr. HALE then moved to reconsider this vote; 
which motion lies over. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

Mr. MASON presented the annua! report of the 
Revents of the Smithsonian Institution; and moved 
that one thousand copies be printed for the use of 
the Senate; which was agreed to. 

WASHINGTON AND ALEXANDRIA STEAM- 

BOAT COMPANY. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the amendment of the House of 
Representatives {to the bill, agd the amendment 
was concurred in. . e s 

MOTION TO RECONSIDER. 

Mr. ALLEN rose to move the Senate to take 
up the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill, which on his motion was returned from the 
House of Representatives to grant a right of way 
across the public lands, and to dispose of said lands | 
in and for the several States, in the consiruction of 
railroads and canals, had passed the Senate. 

The motion not being in order, was not received. 

PRIVATE BILLS. 

Mr. ATHERTON submitted the following reso- |, 
lution; which lies over for consideration: 

Resolved, That the resolution setting apart Thursday of 


each week for the consideration of private bills be, and it is 
hereby, rescinded. 
THE NEW TERRITORIES. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- || 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the year ending June 30, 1850; 
the question pending being upon the amendment 
submitted yesterday by Mr. Waxker, in the fol- 
lowing words: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That all and singular 
the several acts of Congress respecting the registering, re- 
cording, enrolling, or licensing ships or vessels, and the 
entry and clearance thereof, and the foreign and coasting 
trade and fisheries, and all the acts respecting the imposing 
and collecting of duties on imports, and all acts respecting | 
trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and ail acts 
respecting the public lands, of a public and general charac- | 
ter, and the provisions whereof can be made to apply to the 
territory west of the Rio del Norte, acquired from Mexico 
by the treaty of the second day of February, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-eight, be, and the same are hereby, extended 
over and to, and inade in full foree and eificacy in all said 
territory; and the President of the United States may pre- || 
scribe and adopt such rules, regulations, and measures, con- 
sistent with and in conformity to those laws, for theenforce- |, 
mentof the same, as may be necessary in said territory; | 
and may prescribe and establish, temporarily, such divisions, | 
districts, ports, offices, and all arrangements proper to en- 
able said laws to be executed ; and appoint and commission 
Such officers as may be necessary to administer such laws 
im said territories; said officers to receive such compensa- 
tion as the President may prescribe, not-exceeding double 
the compensation heretofore paid to similar officers of the 
United States, or its Territories, for like services ; and to 
enahle the same to be done, the sum of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars be appropriated, out of any money in the treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. WALKER, being entitled to the floor, said: 

© the amendment which I offered yesterday, I i! 


now propose some modifications by the con- |: 
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sent of the Senate. Before doing so, I wish to 
remark, that after consultation with many friends, 
and particularly with the Senator from Misgissip- 
pi, (Mr. Foote,] who had given notice of his in- 
tention to ofier a somewhat similar amendment, I 
have come to the conclusion, so far as the amend- 
ment Is concerned, to extend its provisions, and 
to extend them in such a manner as I think will 
be beneficial to the objects which are sought to be 
obtained. The amendment, sir, as I first intro- 
duced it, it will be perceived, proposed merely to 
extend certain laws, which related directly or in- 
directly to the revenue system of the United States, 
to the territories acquired by treaty with Mexico. 
From the accounts, sir, which we have from that 


| Interesting section of our country, there is a great 


degree of disorder and distraction prevailing among 
the people. If, then, the members of the Congress 


| of the United States can, upon any subject, look 


with an eye to their duties i statesmen, it occurs 
to me that they will seriously consider the propri- 
ety of endeavoring, as far as in their power lies, to 
amend that condition of things. 

Mr. ATHERTON. If the Senator from Wis- 
consin will pardon me one moment—lI understand 


| the Senator to modify the amendment which he 


submitted. Has that modification been presented ? 

Mr. WALKER. [am about to present it. 

Mr. ATHERTON. If the modification is sim- 
ilar to it, | would raise the question of order, 
whether the amendment be in order? 

Mr. FOOTE said, if the Senator from New 
Hampshire would allow him, he trusted that he 
would not at present offer any obstacle to the 
amendment. The amendment was, in substance, 
similar to the one he had proposed to present. 

Mr. ATHERTON felt it to be his duty to take 
the opinion of the Presiding Officer as to whether 
the medification was in order; it was well to have 


| it decided before they went into the discussion of 


the subject. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
from New Hampshire state the grounds of his ob- 
jection? 

’ Mr. ATHER AGN said his objection was, that 


the amendment was not germane to the purposes 


| of the appropriation bill. It was carrying into 


effect the laws of the United States in a territory 
where these laws at present had no existence. The 


| object of it was, so far as he understood it, to ex- 


tend the laws of the United States over the Terri- 
tories of the United States, or the creating of a 


| government for the Territories of the United 
| States. They might just as well, it seemed to 
| him, introduce a clause into the appropriation bill 


creating a State government as one creating a terri- 
torial government; and he felt it to be his duty to 


| take exception to that course. 


The VICE PRESIDENT decided that the ob- 
jection was not a sufficient ground for rejecting the 


| amendment. 


Mr. WALKER (resuming the floor) said: I was 
remarking, sir, that from the exciting condition of 
things in California and New Mexico, the duty 


| devolved upon Congress of remedying this state of 


things, as far as it is in their power. To thatend, 
sir, the extension or modification of the amend- 
ment which I offered, when the bill was last up, 
is extended. And I will here read it, that what 
few remarks I propose to make may be under- 
stood. Some of the alterations are merely verbal; 


| others are substantial. 

Mr. W. read his amendment as modified, as | 
| follows: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the [Constitution | 


of the United States and] all and singular the several acts of | 
, Congress respecting the registering and recording, enrolling |' 


or licensing ships or vessels, and the entry and clearance 


| thereof, and the foreign and coasting trade aad fisheries, and 
| all the acts respecting the imposing and collecting of duties 


on imports, and all acts respecting trade and intercourse 


| with the Indian tribes, and all acts respecting the public | 
| lands of a public and general character, and the provisions 
| whereof (are suitable and proper to be applied] to the terri 


tory west of the Rio del Norte, acquired from Mexico by the 
treaty of the 2d of February, 1848, be, and the same are 
hereby, extended over and [given] full force and efficacy in 
all said territory ; andthe President of the United States fhe, 
and he is hereby, authorized to prescribe and establish all 
proper aid useful rules and regulauons (in conformity With 
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the Constitation of the United States) for the enforce 
nent of seid laws, in said Territory, and for the preser- 
vation of order and tranquillity, and for the establishment 
of justice therein, and from Ume to time to modily or change 
the said rules and regulations in such manner as may scem 
to him discreet and proper) and may preseribe and establish 
temporarily sneh divisions, districts, ports, offices, snd ar 
rangements [forthe execution off said laws, and appoint and 
COMMIESSiOn such licers as may be necessary to adtitiuister 
such laws in said ‘Territory (for such term or terms as. he 

' © authority shall continue until o her 


may prescribe, who 
wise provided by Congress;:} said officers to reeeive such 


compensation as the Pre sident way prescribe, vat exceed- 
ing double the compensation heretotore paid to eiynilar oth- 
cers of the United States, or its Territories, (or like services; 
and toenable the same to be done, the sum of “two” hundred 
thousand dollars be appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated 
The words chanved or introduced in the modifi- 
cation are within brackets. 
Mr. W. then continued: It will be seen, sir, that 
the protisions of this amendment do not relate 
mere ly to the extension of the revenue laws over 
th® Territories of New Mexico and California, but, 
in fact, to the placing of the power somewhere by 
which the order and stability of these Territories 
may be reculated, and that the evils that now exist 
may be to some extent mitigated. ‘This power, 
under the exigency of the case, the amendment 
proposes to give to the President of the United 
States, under the restrictions and limitations pro- 
vided in the amendment. I have looked, sir, with 
much interest to the result of the action of Con- 
gress with regard to our newly acquired territortes, 
Sull, FE could not deem it my duty to take any 
prominent stand with reference to the bili already 
reported by the Senator from Illinois, to provide 
for the organization of governments for those terri- 
tories. That Senator has done, it seems to me, all 
thatcould have been done. He has intreduced bills 
for the establishment of a government there; he has 
urged them with great zeal, eloquence, and force. 
He has presented them to Congress and tothe coun- 
try. ‘The present Congress is drawing to a close, 
and the probability is, that this bill forthe establish- 
ment of a covernment in California and New Mex- 
ico cannot be reached, or if reached, it cannet be 
passed. In this state of the case, sir, this civil and 
diplomatic bill being before us, I have felt that it 
| would not be immodest on my part, or trespassing 
upon the time of the Senate, to propose this amend- 
ment. Should it be adopted, the interests of the 
United States would be, to a considerable extent, 
protected in her relations with that territory. ‘To 
agreat extent the power can be exercised by the 
properly-constituted authorities of the land to pre- 
serve the peace, good order, and interests of those 
territories. [t will be secen—and it is but candid to 
admit the fact—that this amendment, going to the 
extent it does, will leave the people of these terri- 
tories yet to take the initiative steps in such muni- 
cipal government and municipal regulations as 
they may deem proper for their welfare and secu- 
rity. The amendment does not provide anything 
upon the subject. Itis silent concerning ali munt- 
cipal regulations, and leaves the people of that 
territory to adopt such as they may deem necessary 
for themselves, 

From the State which J have the honor to rep- 
resent many intelligent and enterprising men have 
gone to these Territories. Many more are going. 
From the State whence you come, Mr. President, 
there are many others who are moving westward 

/ to those newly-acquired Territories, There is, 
perhaps, not a Senator upon this floor who does 
not know of many friends and neighbors who 
have gone, or who are about to go to settle there. 
We must, then, all fee] interested in establishing 
government of some kind; we must all feel thata 
government is necessary—that it is ovr duty, if 
not on their account, upon account of old associa- 
tions, old friendships, and old ties, to extend some 
|| protection and some government to these people. 

Taking these views, sir, | again repeat that { 
have looked with much solicitude to what should 
be the action of Congress upon tais subject. ‘There 
are questions which have heretofore been agitated, 

| and there may be others which may arise im this 
‘discussion. But, sir, if my voice can have any 
, we ght—if my opinions are worthy to be heard, [ 
i would speak in terms of admonition to these who 
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are disposed to agitate these subjects. I would 
suggest to them at least to be modestly silent, and, 
if possible, give the amendment their support. Let 
us have some kind of unity upon this important 
matter, and extend to these ‘Territories that degree 
of protection which daty to ourst lves, ta our neigh- 
bors, and to our tion would seem to demand. I 
shall feel exceedingly gratified to know that our 
high duty to the country has been discharged by 
the Convress of the United States, if not by the 
passage of this amendment, by adopting something 
of the kind by which a government, tosome extent, 
shall be extended to that ‘Territory. 

At present [ shall not make any further observ- 
ations. | have offered this amendment with, I 
such as I hope to be rov- 
while I have the 
Others may misconstrue my 


believe, vood motives; 
erned by in my future action 
honor to sit here, 


motuves; ut whatever construction may be put 


voon them | care n t, so long as I feel assured that 


those motives are pure, and that I have used my 


humble efforts in discharging the obligations Lowe 
tomy country ar d to that far-oil lerritory. 

Mr. BELL. 
that amendment. Lam well aware that the*circum- 
stances under which I offer this amendment are 
somewhat embarrassing to the Senate as well ®s 
awkward to myself. It is a subject to which I 
have turned my attention, and one on which I 
some time ago desired to express my views at 
large. I think, sir, that I perceive (by the light 
of my ¢ Xperience with regard to the 
business whenever we 


I desire to offer an amendment to 


arrive at this period of the 
last session of every Congress) that 1ndications are 
given by the 


votes of Senators in relation to a bull 
reported by a select committee upon this subject, 
that oll the discussion and ec 


this measure, in any 


nsideration which 
hape, shail receive at the 
hands of the Senate, will be upon the present bill. 
I shall, therefore, ask the indulgence of the Senate, 
even though I travel a little out of the recular course 
of parliamentary proceeding in oifering this amend- 
ment, or in the discussion of tt. 

Mr. ATCHISON desired the decision of the 
Chair as to a question of order involved in the offer- 
ing of the amendment by the Senator from ‘Ten- 
nessee; but, at the request of the Senator, with- 
drew it, 

Mr. BELL. I am aware that in taking this 
course I shall not meet the approbation of many 
Senators on both sides of the Chamber. It is my 
wish and my policy to conciliate the Senate, with 
reference to myself especially; but I do not often 
trouble the Senate. I have endeavored as much as 
possible to conine my sphere, with reference to 
this body, to that branch of business which has 
been consigned to me as a member of the Commit- 
tee on Indian Afiairs. 

With these remarks I will send my amendment 
to the Chair, and move that all those sections or 
portions of sections of the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin which are inconsistent with 
the provisions of the amendment which I shall 
offer, shall be stricken out, and the following sec- 
tion added. I beg leave to state that I offer it in 
Ahe most simple form, and for the purpose of test- 
ing the sense of the Senate in that form, witha 
view to modify it, or to offer another amendment, 
altogether in a different form, with the same sub- 
stantial views as the present, and which will give 
an opportunity of testing the sense of the Senate 
in every shape in which it can be presented. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Src. ~. 2nd be it further enacted, That all that portion 
of the territory of the United States acquired by the treaty 
of peace, friendship, and limits, and settlement with the 
Republic of Mexico, coneluded the 2d of February, 1848, 
which lies wesi of the Rio del Norte, and a line running due 
north from the head-waters of the said river until it strikes 
the 42d paraiiel of north latitude, shall form one State. to be 
known and designated by the name and tude of “ the State 
of California,” and the same ts hereby admitted into the 
inion on an equal footing in all respects with the origitial 
States. - 

sec. —. nd be it further enacted, That the United States 
reserve to themselves all right of property in tie unappro- 
priated lands and other property in the territory admitted 
into the Union asa State by the preceding section of this 
bill, free from all taxes and assessments of every kind by 
said State, and also the power of disposing of the same, and 
of edjusting all claims and title to lands derived under any 
foreign Government in such manner as Congress shall pre 
scribe; and nothing @)ntained in said section shall be so 
construed as to limit and impair the rights and powers here- 
by reserved to the United States in any manner whatscever. 

dec. —. vind be it further enacted, That there shall be 
established in said State two judicial districts, to be known 
as the eastern and western districts of California; and all 
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and the line running due north from the head-waters of || comes to the body to decide, now that the 


the same to the 42d parallel of north latitude, and east of 
the —— meridian of west longitude from Washington, shall 
be the eastern district; and all that portion lying west of 
said meridian shall be the western district; and there shall 
be appotnted a district judge for each of said districts, who 
shali be entitled to receive a salary of 8—— each, and 
who Rall hold three sessions of their respective courts 
annually, commencing in each district on the first Mon- 
days of June, October, and February; the distriet judge of 
the eastern district, until otherwise provided by law, shall 
hold his —— court at —~—, and the district judge of the 
western district at San Francisco; and said judge shall have 
the powers and jurisdiction given by law to the judges of 
the district of Kentueky, under an act entitled “ An act to 
establish the judicial courts of the United States, and an 
actin addition to an act to establish the judicial courts of 
the United States,” approved 2d March, +793, and the act 
supplementary thereto; said judges shall appoint their own 
clerk, who shall reside and Keep the records of said courts 


atthe places of holding the same, and shall receive for ser- | 


vices performed by him the same fees to which the clerk of 
the district of Kentucky is entitled for similar services. 

Mec. —. and be it further enacted, ‘That there shall be 
appointed a marshal and district attorney for each of said 
districts; the marshals shall perform the same duties, be 
subject to the same regulations and penalties, and be entitled 
to the same fees as are provided and prescribed by the mar- 
shals of other districts, and shall in addition be entitled to 
the sum of $200 us a compensation for all extra services ; and 
the district attorneys, in addition to their stated fees as now 
prescribed by law to other district attorneys, shall be paid 
HN) 

Sere -. 4nd he it further enacted, That the said State of 
California, until the nextcensus and apportionment, shall be 
entitled to two representatives in the Congress of the United 
States. 


Mr. BELL. Mr. President 

Mr. BUTLER. Is the gentleman in order? I 
cannot understand why the amendment offered by 
the honorable Senator from Wisconsin was in or- 
der; for it is a motion to ingraft upon the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill a plan for a tem- 
porary government. But, sir, who would expect, 
who would be prepared to meet upon an appro- 
priation billan amendment of this kind, to admit 
a State into the Union? I was not prepared for it; 
and how could any Senator, expecting the ordi- 
nary forms of legislation, come here prepared to 
act upon this, unless some notice was given—un- 
less the ordinary notice was observed? 1 do not 
know that it is in order to debate this question; but 
[ will ask whether the amendment ts in order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. In the opinion of 
the Chair, the amendment ts in order. If there is 
any doubt upon the point, the Chair would very 
much prefer that there should be an appeal. 

Mr. HALE. I will take th ppeal. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I have doubt that the 
Chair is right in his decision. I know that we do 
make all sorts of laws, and incorporate them into 
appropriation bills. Ll know but one way to take 
the opinion of the Senate, whether this question 
should now be discussed in this form. 1 do not 
know whether that is according to the rules and 
forms of the Senate. It is, to move to lay this 
proposed amendment upon the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator from 
Tennessee has the floor, and cannot be interrupted 
to make that motion. 

Mr. BELL. I should be very happy to hear 
the sense of the Senate upon the question. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the gentleman 
from New Hampshire take an appeal? 

Mr. HALE. I do. 

Mr. BELL. Isit not too late? 

Mr. BUTLER. I presume I was too much in 
a hurry in making my suggestion. 
and wiil now withdraw my point of order. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. President, | apprehend 
that the point of order cannot be withdrawn by 
the Senator from South Carolina, after an appeal 
is taken. This is a question which | hope the 





| Senate will decide. 


The VICE PRESIDENT ruled that the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina had a right to withdraw 
his objection. 

Mr. HALE. I think it is not competent for the 
Senator from South Carolina to withdraw his ques- 
tion of order, now that an appeal is taken. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
take an appeal from this question also? 

Mr. HALE. I believe I will, sir. 

Mr. CALHOUN. 


the rule is laid down by Mr. Jefferson. Although 


the Chair cannot decide the question of congruity> 
t | 


that portion of said State lying west of the Rio del Norte, | it is in the power of the bedy to deeide it. 


| Senator is certainly out of order. 


| draw his objection after an appeal had bee 


| it down that, although the Chair cannot de: 
| question of incongruity, it belongs to the | 
| decide it. 


| rule is that it cannot be ruled out of order. 
| be an argument for the Senate to reject the amend. 


| fore the Senate. 


I yield, sir, | 


I do not intend to argue the | 
constitutional part of this question at this time; but | 
surely there ought to be some principle by which | 
to regulate the question of the congruity of an | 
amendment with the original ranger I think || 
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'| has been taken from the decision of the Chae 1 
. ‘eo arr, 
| appeal to this Senate, that if there ever y as a 
! — case 


of incongruity, this is one. 
Mr. BELL. 1 call the Senator to order 
Mr. CALHOUN. [If ever there was a ens, 
Mr. BELL. That is not the question, a 


—— 
Sir; the 
, He IS not dis 
cussing the question of the appeal, whei} he 


a ‘ : , ler th 
Senator from South Carolina had a rieht a 


to wit 
to with. 


ra ‘ . n taken, 
rhe question upon the appeal first made by the 


Senator from New Hampshire is not now peuding 
before the Senate. _S 

Mr. CALHOUN. Iam sure that the s, nator 
from Tennessee has not understood me. [stated 
that if my memory served me, Mr. Jeffersoy hoi 


‘ide the 


20dy to 


Mr. BELL. 


If the Senator will allow me, the 
It may 


ment, when they come to vote upon it, if they 
think it is incongruous, and foreign to the bill be. 
It is the exercise of judgment 
when the Senate come to vote upon the proposi- 
tion. The rule of parliamentary law is clear, thar 
you may so amend any bill or proposition that 
comes before you, as to present a totally different 


| subject, or to present the same subject ina very 


different aspect from that presented in the original 


| proposition, so that, in fact, the original mover 
| would not know his own proposition, 
| the valuable privileges of every legislative body in 


These are 


relation to amendments, in order to get rid of ob- 
noxious and mischievous propositions, 

Mr. CALHOUN. Mr. President, what I said 
was, that when a question of this kind is brought 
to the Chair, and the Chair decides that it is not 
out of order, and an appeal is made from that de- 
cision, it belongs to the Senate to say whether it 
shall waste its ume in combining measures so 
directly opposite in their character as these; wheth- 
egwe shall waste ei at this late period of the 
session, in diseussMg one of the most momentous 
questions that can be brought before us in an ap- 


| propriation bill; and especially since, when we 


have taken a position, the bill itself may be lost, 
or coercion may be applied to Senators to vote in 


| favor of a measure which, under other circum- 


stances, they would not vote for. Now, sir, | have 
no doubt that every Senator will admit the entire 
incongruity, and that they will vote at once upon 
the subject, and not waste our time, and reserve 
their vote until after the discussion. 

Mr. PHELPS. I do not know, sir, that I un- 
derstand precisely the question before the Senate. 

Mr. BELL. Mr. President, I shall insist that 
the debate shall be confined to the question before 
the Senate, because every remark which is made, 
such as those of the Senator from South Carolina, 
tends to prejudice the body and the public against 
this motion of mine, and | shall have no opportu- 
nity to answer it. 

Mr. PHELPS. I understand the first decision 
of the Chair to be this: that the amendment offered 


| by the Senator from Tennessee to the amendment 


offered by the Senator from Wisconsin is in order. 
The Senator from New Hampshire (Mr. Hate} 
I understood to appeal from the first decision. The 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Burrer} | un- 
derstood then to offer to withdraw his question of 
order. The Chair decided that it was competent 
for the Senator from South Carolina to withdraw 
the point of order. On that decision of the Chair 
I understood the Senator from New Hampshire 


| also to appeal. Now, sir, if 1 am right in this view 


of the subject 

Mr. BELL. That is the only question—the 
appeal. 

Mr. PHELPS. If 1am right upon this subject, 
the question now before the Senate is this: whether, 
after the question of order is raised, the Chair has 
decided, and an appeal is taken, it is competent 
for the member who first raised the question of 
order to withdraw it? That 1 understgnd to be the 
question before the Senate. 

Mr. BUTLER. If the Senator from Vermont 





will allow me, | will explain. The former motion 
itself was out of order. withdrew the question of 
order because I did not wish to reduce a matter of 
this kind to a technical point of order. 
Mr. PHELPS. I merely rose, Mr. President, 





1949 


, ascert 
iefore tl 
hesitatic 
che Cha 
: raised 
become: 
ak en. 
whal th 
petent fi 
order to 
effect by 
has dec 
decision 
for the 
rion of 
be done 
Mr. 
it, the , 
renews 
oo 
Mr. 
merely 
Mr. 
questa 
tnereuy 
er he h 
newed 
the am 
nessee 
Mr. 
gition | 
stand 
dersta' 
South 
tion p 
hold tl 
orde Fe 
An ap 
that, \ 
withd 
Senat 
araw 
before 
reaso 
with 
while 
follow 
Verm 
ator { 
there 
senate 
refer | 
of pat 


guish 





l y it. 

{ ls 
nv é 
Senat 
that t 
an th 
for hi 
Now, 


Nesse 


m t 


body 
amus 
Bu 
fore 
powe 
of or 
been 
body 
who 
whet 
ine | 
take) 
appe 
cons 
a ve! 
this 
pow 
wou 
With 
the 
appe 
will 
M 
sir, 
tion 
furt| 
havi 
sing 
fory 
I 
insi 





1849. 


ascertain whether my view of the real question 
before the Senate is correct. Af it be, I have no 
begitation in saying that I believe the decision of 
he Chair to be wrong. If the question of order 
~ ised, and decided by the Chair, that decision 
vecomes the law of the Senate, unless an appeal is 
nken, If an appeal is taken, raising the question 
what the law of the Senate is, I hold it is not com- 
setent for the member who raised the question of 
‘jer to make that decision of the Chair of no 
effect by withdrawing his objection. If the Chair 
+g decided, and in the opinion of the Senate the 
jecision of the Chair is erroneous, it is impossible 
for the member who happened to raise the ques- 
jon of order to withdraw the objection. It cannot 
be done. ‘ 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, if I understand 
+ the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Butter} 
enews his original appeal. I presume, therefore, 


Mr. BUTLER. I did not take any appeal. I 
merely raised a question of order. 

“Mr. YULEE. The gentleman, then, raised a 
question of order, and afterwards withdrew. it; 
shereupon the question of order was raised, wheth- 
erhe hada right to withdraw it? As he has re- 
newed it, | presume the issue now rises, whether 
che amendment proposed by the Senator from Ten- 
nessee is in order? 

Mr. HALE. I would like to know, sir, the po- 
sition of the question, that we may know how we 
stand with reference to this subject. I do not un- 
derstand that it is competent for the Senator from | 
South Carolina, in the shape in which this ques- 
tion presents itself to. the Senate, to renew it. I 
hold that he cannot withdraw this new question of 
order which is presented. ‘The question is stated. 
An appeal is taken. The decision of the Chair is 
that, with that appeal pending, the member may 
withdraw what is fairly and legitimately before the 
Senate. The rule is, that no member can with- 
draw a motion of his own making while it is 
before the Senate. By a much greater force of 
reasoning, it appears to me that a Senator cannot 
withdraw a question raised bY another Senator 
while it is pending. Such consequences would 
follow as have been stated by the Senator from 
Vermont. It was suggested by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wessrer] that 
there have been a great many decisions in this 
Senate. I hold in my hand one which I wish to 
refer to, and [ think it will elucidate the doctrine 
of parliamentary law as laid down by the distin- 
guished President of this body, and as sustained 
byit. Ttis in the Journal of the Senate of April 
24,1848. A Senator was called to order for char- 
ging another with introducing measures into the 
Senate for his own amusement. It was decided 
that that was in order, and that a member charging 
another with introducing measures into this body ' 
for his Own amusement was not out of order. 
Now, sir, | suppose that if the Senator from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Bett} has introduced this into the 
body for no purpose more censurable than to 
amuse himself, it will be germane to the bill. 

But there is a question even more important be- 
fore us than that; and it is, whether it is in the 
power of a member, after having raised a question 
of order, from the decision of which an appeal has 
been taken, to withdraw it without leave of the 
body? My question is not whether the member 
Who makes that appeal may withdraw it, but 
whether the member who made the objection in 
the first instance has a right, after an® appeal is 
taken, to withdraw his point of order, and take the 
appeal with it? That is the question, sir; and I 
consider it a very important question. It may have 
avery important bearing upon the privileges of | 
this body, as a deliberative assembly; because the 
power which L regard as existing in the body, | 
would be all in your hands, sir, in conjunction 
with any member who chose, in such a state of 
the case, to withdraw his objection, and take the 
éppeal with it. I hope the opinion of the Senate 
will be taken upon that question. 

Mr. BELL. Mr. President, [ am very sorry, 
Sir, to find this extreme concern at the introduc- 
tion of this proposition; but I will say nothing 
further upon that subject. I trust that, before | 
have done, I shall have satisfied gentlemen of the | 
Singieness of purpose with which I have brought 
forward this amendment 
_ | stated before, sir, that I was not inclined to | 
‘nsist upon the proposition in the present shape. If |) 





| its object from beginning to end. 


‘the land. 
not be drawn into the vortex of the rules of order. 


| rassed in offering this proposition. 
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it shall be disagreeable to the Senate as it is, I am 


prepared to modify and change it according to the 
sense of the Senate, keeping the substantive object 
of this proposition stil! in view. Now, sir, | do 
not often interfere, as I have stated already, in the 
business of this body of any description, and still 
less do I interfere with the proceedings and rules 
of order. But, sir, | have read the rules of the 
Senate, and I have some little experience in par- 
liamentary law applicable to these rules in other 
bodies, as well as in this; and. am far too old and 
experienced a parliamentarian to have brought 
forward an amendment of this description, know- 
ing the fate of the bill of the honorable Senator 
from Illinois, [Mr. Dovetasj—I say | am too old 
and experienced in my business here to have 
brought it forward, unless I knew I was fortified 
by the parliamentary law of Congress and of the 
Senate, upon mere questions of order. The Presi- 
dent of the Senate, upon a motion made by the 


Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hate,] has 


already decided that the proposition of the Senator 
from Wiscensin [Mr. Warker] was in order. 
There was no appeal from that; no incongruity in 
that proposition with the bedy of this bill was 
substantiated. That was not a matter foreign to 


- the general objects of the bill; and there was no 


thought of taking objection upon the ground of 
inconsistency or incongruity. But the first time 
the proposition is made to amend that which does 
not satisfy the views or expectations of Senators, 
honorable members have raised the question of 
order, consistency, and congruity. 

But, Mr. President, what would be incongruous 
to the bill now under consideration? Why, sir, 
you might denominate it a bill for the purpose of 
raising the salaries, or increasing the salaries of 
some of the officers of the Government. It is a 
bill to authorize the construction of a new wing, 
an additional building for the Patent Office; it is a 
bill authorizing the Governmeng to dispense ntedals 
to the Indian tribes, and for how many other pur- 
poses it is unnecessary for me to say; to do so, l 
should have to review the bill. I merely mention 
these features because they occur first to my 
mind. Sir, this bill is not a unit with regard to 
You have made 
about a score of appropriations, in conformity 
with the existing law of the land, in this bill and 


‘in the amendments that have been made to it. 


Pray, to what parygpf this bill shall this amend- 
ment be said to be incongruous? The Senate has 
incorporated into this bill everywhere appropria- 
tions for new objects. The amendment of the 
Senator from Wisconsin is in relation to these ter- 
ritories. That is decided to be in order, and is 
my amendment incongruous to that? It has the 
same object. And I propose to let that amend- 
ment, if adopted by the Senate, or such portion of 
it as may be adopted, stand incorporated in the 
bill. The question is to be tested as to its con- 
gruity with the bill. And when you come to ex- 
amine the body of the bill, I defy Senators to say 


| what it is, except that it is a bill for the appropri- 


ation of money according to the existing law of 
But this question of concordance can- 


This is the doctrine laid down in the Manual by 
Mr. Jefferson. ‘The amendment may be amended 
so as totally to alter the proposition, and it isa 
mode that is sometimes coed. of getting rid of 


a proposition, to move such an amendment that | 


the mover of the original proposition, if the amend- 


/ ment prevail, cannot vote for his own proposi- 
tion thus amended. 


Yes, sir, it is a mode that 
is often resorted to of getting rid of a proposi- 
tion that can only be got rid of in that way. A 


new bill may be ingrafted upon the words ‘be it 


enacted;’’ all the rest of the original bill having 
been stricken out. Now, in relation to myself, 
I have stated already that I felt greatly embar- 
It is out of its 
usual course. I acknowledge it is outof the strictly 


| proper course to append to this bill items of ap- 


propriation which are not authorized by laws 
already in existence; but the practice of the Senate 


| has not been confined to the rigid observance of 
such rule; indeed, there is no rule of the Senate 


making such appropriations out of order. When 

I considered the period of the session at which we 

have arrived, and the indications which | saw 

around me, | saw, or thought I saw, that this 

would be the only sepenenes obtaining the 
J 


action of the Senate upon the su 


| of this matter. 
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ment; and I therefore proposed to incorporate itin 
this bill. I had no design, even if it were the will 
of a majority of this body to do so, to make the 
civil and diplomatic bill stand or fall in the House 
of Representatives by their concurrence or non-con- 
currence in the amendment which I have offered. 
l have proposed it in this place from the necessity 
of the case; judging from what I see going on in 
the Senate, [have come to the conclusion, that in 
order to have it acted upon at all, it was necessary 
to move itas an amendment to this bill. To ex- 
cuse myself I have already said, that with regard 
to the precise form of the amendment, having the 
substance in view, I was ready to modify it, and if 
it should not be made after all agreeable to the 
Senate, it will be in their discretion to vote itdown, 
when the vote shall have been arrived at, and they 
may place that voteupon what ground they please; 
that they are in favor of the measure, bnt that they 
will not incorporate it in the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill in order to coerce the Houre. 
Senators may place their votes where they please; 
they are not embarrassed in regard to it, for it will 
be perfectly parliamentary for them to do so. 

I make these observations partly in reply to the 
honorable Senator from South Carolina, who com- 
plains—and the other Senator from South Carolina 
also complains—that notice has not been given of 
the intention to move such an amendment as this, 
especially in regard to a matter of so much import- 
ance, in an appropriation bill. Sir, has not the 
proposition been pending for two months substan- 
tially inthe Senate? Notice of it was given on the 
first day of the session, by the Senator from Hli- 
nois. Has it not been before the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, and before a select committee of this body ? 
Yet Senators come forward and complain of sur- 
prise, and say that this is a strange method of intro- 
ducing it. Sir, a word in reference to the propriety 
of introducing it here, and in reply, in advance, to 
the arguments of those Senators who may choose to 
place their votes upon the ground that it is incon- 
gruous. It is in order, itis parliamentary, it is ac- 
cording to precedent and parliamentary practice in 
England, whence we derive most of our precedents, 
Ordinarily, I should desire to confine our proposi- 
tions of amendment to bills with the subject of 
which such propositions were congruous, having 
the main object of the bill in view, and it would 
be better to bring up this proposition separately, 
and have it so considered; but I beg Senatois, 
when they come to vote upon this amendment, 
not to place their votes upon the ground that it 
is incongruous or different from the ordinary prac- 
tice, or that it seems to require the House to adopt 
the proposition, or else to reject the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill. For 1, for one, not- 
withstanding the importance I attach to giving a 
government to these Territories, consider it of far 
more importance that the interest of the people of 
this Union and of the Government here should not 
suffer; and I should be very far from giving my 
vote for such propositions if [ thought that it would 
have the effect of compelling the House to reject 
the appropriation bill. I have no desire to em- 
barrass the Senate, and I beg Senators not to differ 
with me as to the propriety of the mode in which 
I have introduced the proposition, until they have 
heard me in regard to it, and know the conciliatory 
feelings that I possess in reference to the decision 
L would withdraw the proposition 
without asking for a vote upon it, if l could find or 
believe that it was the general sense of the Senate 
to adopt no such measure as this. | would in such 
case pledge myself so far as to withdraw the prop- 
osition. “I trust, under these circumstances, that 
it will not be considered a violation of pariiament- 
ary practice, and that Senators will consent, for 


|| the sake of convenience, to dispense with the rigid 


| forms of practice in regard to a motion of this 
| description; for if they exclude the motion, because 
they find it in this case unpalatable, they will have 
the precedent rising up against them hereafter, on 
other occasions, when it may be desirable that 
such a proposition should be entertamed. It haa 
| been the parliamentary practice in England for 
many years, and has been found to be the best 
, for securing the privileges of legisiative bodies. 
Mr. BUTLER. I beg to say a word or two in 
relation to the question of order that I have raised. 
| | am satisfied that the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Tennessee finds no precedent any- 
where. You will recollect that the Senator from 


ect of this amend- | Illinois gave notice on the first day of the session 
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* . ' ‘ 
of hia intention to introduce his bill, and that he 


introduced it in accordance with the form of pro- 
cecdings of this body. The bill was referred to a 
committee, and .a report was made apon it; and 
sul sequently the Senator trom Hlinois thought 
proper materially to modify the bill. He offered a 
substitute for the original bill, and itt was thought 
necesaary, as being im accordance with the usual 
course of proceeding in this body, that it should 
be referred to a committee. 

Yow these bills are essentially different. The 
firet bill proposed to organize the territory lying 
beyond the Sierra Nevada, and establish a fovern- 
ment there; the other bill applied to New Mexico 


alan The bill introduced under the sanction of 
the select committee proposed to organize two 
other vernments, with very diferent boundaries. 
Now, the Senator from Tennessee comes in with 
on endment, which has not the advantage of 


havine recerved the examination of any committee, 
to have the whole of this territory at once admitted 
inte the Union asa State, and this he proposes shall 
Now, 1s 
Lam fer from impu- 

it would be 
forme to do soe; I do not even 


‘inerafted upon an appropriauion bill. 


this congruous or tneongraous ? 
tie to that Senator improper motives; 


hi rily hiprorne 


aceuse him of exercising what may be called par- 
lian entary address, much less do I accuse him of 
artifiee. tEhave no doubt but the Senator ts actu- 


motives,and that he acts undera 
a Senator, and if 
he ia sustained by the Senate in amending an ap- 
propriation bill by a proposition of this kind, of 
course | will submit and acknowledge that he is 
| understand the Chair to determine 
that the amendment is proper, and if it is not ruled 


nle a by prope { 


} . 2% 
due sense of his responsibility as 


» 9 : sur hee 
bit er he 


otherwise by the Senate, [ must of course yield to 
a determination of a majority; but [ take it upon 
myasclf to say that the amendment ts improper and 
of ita most dan- 
I say dangerous, be- 
cause itis without precedent in the proceedings of 
this body it has none of the qualifications which 
would render it proper to be attached to this bill; 


picongruous, and in some aspects 


verous form of proces ding, 


it has not had the examination of a committee. I | 


" 


| yote to sustain the appeal taken by the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire. 

Mr. KING. I cannot agree with the Senators 
in the ground they take with regard to this prop- 
osition being out of order. That itis incongruous, 
we all must admit. The sense of propriety which 
every gentleman must feel, ought to prevent him 
from bringing forward propositions foreign to the 
subject-matter under consideration. It is true, 
when propositions are evidently and notoriously 
incongruous, they rarely lead to any discussion, 
but are rejected atonce. But the Chair has decided, 
and I maintain decided correctly, that, according 


si 


to parliamentary law, the proposition submitted by 
the Senator from Tennessee is in order. The Sen- 
ator fron Tennessee, however, it appears to me, 
has taken a very erroneous view of the duty which 
he owes to himself and to the country. Under the 
existing state of circumstances, we all feel anxious 
——as anxious, perhaps, as the Senator from Ten- 
nessee can feel—that something should be done in 
order to give a government to those sections of 
country which we have acquired from Mexico. 
Put the Senator took some pains to show to the 
Senate that this is the only chance of effecting that 
object, and that, if this opportunity be allowed to 
pass by, no other will be afforded. But Senators 
will remember that we have a bill now before us, 
reported by a select committee, embracing this 
very object, that of establishing a government over 
the Territories. When that bill comes up—and it 
is in the power of the Senate to call it up when 
they choose—the Senator can offer his amend- 


ment, and, propose such modifications as he may | 


think proper to submit. All that I have to say in 
regard to it is, that the incongruity of the amend- 
ment does not, according to parliamentary law, 
prevent the Senator from submitting the proposi- 
tion. I regret that he has done so, however. I 
think he has not consulted either the convenience 
of the Senate, the dispatch of its business, of the 
probability of settling this question by submitting 
the proposition at this time. I trust he will recon- 
sider it, and will content himself with amending 
the bill reported by the Senator from Illinois when 
that billeomes up. [shall listen to the Senator then 
with great pleasure; and if any other mode can be 
devised by which a government can be extended 


to the people ef those Territories, I, fer ene, will | 
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be prepared to go to the utmost limit which is 
practicable to accomplish that object. And I hope 
that my honorable friend from Tennessee will re- 
lieve us from the difficulty of acting upon the prop- 
asition in connection with this appropriation bill. 
Let this bill be first disposed of, confining the ap- 
propriations as much as possible to those objects 
for which appropriations are now authorized by 
law, and then take up this exciting subject, and 
endeavor, if possible, to bring about such an ar- 
rangement as may be most conductive to the inter- 
est of the country. I appeal, therefore, to the 
Senator from Tennessee to withdraw the proposi- 
tion, and save us from the necessity of voting upon 
itin this connection, because some Senators will 
doubtless give their votes upon the ground of its 
incongruity; or if, after a protracted discussion, it 
should be decided to be admissible, you will there- 
by establish a rule of practice which may embarrass 
the Senate hereafter. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, I wish to make 
a few observations in reply to some of the remarks 
of the Senator from Tennessee. ‘The Senator con- 
founds the amendment to the amendment with the 
amendment itself, and says, if the one be out of 
order, the other must, of course, also be out of 
order. IL take it that there is a wide distinction 
between the amendment to the amendment and the 
amendment which I had the honor to offer. My 
amendment relates to the subjects of revenue— 
subjects which, it occurs to me, might be very 
properly considered by the Committee on Finance 
—and it is also in regard to those laws which 
create sources of revenue, which regulate the modes 
of raising revenue; and the provisions which go 
to protect the order, peace, and quiet of those ter- 
ritories are absolutely necessary to the execution 
of these revenue laws which it is proposed to ex- 
tend thither. In vain may you extend the land 
laws, in vain may you extend the laws in relation 
to thé collection of amposts upon foreign importa- 
tions, if you leave your revenue officers to be 
robbed with impunity. If you suffer disorganiza- 
tion, tumult, and crime to stalk abroad over the 
land, you cannot enforce these laws which my 
amendment proposes to extend there. 

I therefore simply wish to call the attention of 
the Senate to this distinction: The amendment to 
the amendment proposes to create a government 
in those Territories, while my amendment pro- 
poses simply to extend to th@e ‘Territories those 
laws which relate to our relations with them, and 
which, in a financial point of view, it is necessary 
to extend to them. I must, therefore, protest 
against the idea that, if the Senate decide that 


the amendment to the amendment be out of order, | 
that decision shall carry my amendment with it, | 


and declare it also out of order. As | look upon 
the matter, there is a very wide distinction. It 
would be very proper if the subject-matter of the 
amendment had been considered by the Commit- 
tee on Finance, and been suffered to be incorpo- 
rated into the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government, 
but it would not be proper for them to consider 
matters establishing a government in detail in either 
of those Territories; and I hope this distinction 
will be borne in mind. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I would like 
to know the precise question of order. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. There are two ap- 
peals now before the Senate. The first is an appeal 
from the decision of the Chair, that the Senator 
from South Carolina [Mr. Butter] has the right 


to withdraw a point of order pending an appeal. | 


The other is an appeal from the decision of the 
Chair, declaring the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee [Mr. Bex] in order. 

Mr. BADGER. 
upon the table. 

Mr. TURNEY. Mr. President, I desire to 
know what will be the effect of laying the appeal 
upon the table? 

PRESIDING OFFICER. The effect will be 
that the decision of the Chair stands as the judg- 
ment of the Senate. 

Mr. TURNEY. Then I shall vote against it. 

The question being taken on the motion to lay 


the appeal on the table, on division, the vote stood | 


ayes 22, noes 14. So the motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, | now move to 
lay the first appeal on the table. . 
The motion was agreed to. 


I move to lay the last appeal 


| the matter before us is now on the Original + 


GLOBE. 
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osition of the Senator from Tennessee Ww, 
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understand that the Senator from Tennesses . 
the legitimate parliamentary right to} _ 


: - ve he ard uy 
this question on this bill. The queation with, 


Senate will be, therefore, whether it be by 
hear him upon this bill, or first to dispose 
and then, with the unanimous consent®f the body. 
agree to take up the proposition which he iy 
offered, or take up the California bill—or | ¢ 
what. We can then, after hearing the Sen: 
from Tennessee, dispose of the question, or em 4 
and debate it. If the Senator from Tennessee he 
in favor of manufacturing a State or any number 
of States out of our newly-acquired territory. | 
shall be very happy to hear him express his views 
and give his reasons for their manufacture, But | 
am opposed to such a measure in toto, and, if js 
should become a matter of general debate, jt yi 
give me great pleasure to state the why and the 
wherefore. 

I must say, Mr. President, that it seems to me 
that a proper regard for the conduct of busi 
and the necessity of getting through with t 


‘ 
rh 
(je 
(ter to 


of it 


hag 
are not 


oe 


i€S8, 


his civi} 


and diplomatic bill, would dictate that it would be 


better, with the general assent of the Senate, 


Ww vo 


' on and dispose of that ball, with the general under. 


standing that when it shall be disposed of we will 
take up the subject-matter upon which the Senator 
from ‘Tennessee wishes to be heard. LE think this 
suggestion must meet with the approbation of the 
Senate. 

Mr. BELL. Mr. President, 3 am willing to 
meet the wishes of the Senate in almost avy form 
except that of depriving myself and other honor- 
able Senators of the privilege of expressing our 
views, or at least of voting, on some of these prop- 
ositions. Sir, L consider that 1 would be doing 
the greatest injystice to myself to take any course, 
on any occasion, in opposition to the general wishes 
of the Senate. 

One word by way of explanation. If the same 
courtesy had been yielded to me on this occasion 
which 1s usually_yielded to every gentleman who 
thinks proper to €xpress his views at large, even 
sometimes upon prepositions not yet betore the 
Senate, | could have made my speech, or submited 
the few remarks which I intended to make, upon 
the proposition of the Senator from Wisconsin. 

And what was my policy in bringing forward my 
amendment? It was brought forward merely as 


/a declaration, in the simplest form, of the views 


which, as an individual, | entertain upon this ques- 
tion—and as an intimation that, in order that | 
might deal candidly with the Senate, I would con- 
fine myself to the specific proposition before it, 
and ground my remarks upon that proposition. 

I know that, under the circumstances, | am 
liable to have imputed to me a course designed to 
obstruct the business of the Senate; but were half 
the courtesy and latitude allowed to me which are 
allowed to every honorable gentleman, I could say 
every word | desire to say without offering my 
amendment. Every gentleman must see that that 
is the case. 

The honorable Senator from Alabama [Mr. 
Kine] is a gentleman of great experience and great 
accuracy upon these questions of parliamentary 
law and parliamentary rule. He says that | have 
mistaken the course which should be pursued; that 


1 have not consulted the convenience of the Sen- 


ate, or the dispatch of business, or the prospect 
of ae in my proposition. Now, sir, with 
regard to the convenience of the Senate. Whats 
it? Do they mean to have a discussion upon this 
subject at all during this session? If they do, it 
matters not as to the time when that discussion 
shall take place. It can be just as well discussed 
in connection with one bill as another. This is 
proposition to amend the amendment of the Sem 
ator from Wisconsin, [Mr. Watxer;] and | want 


| my friend from Mississippi [Mr. Foore) to listen 


to my reasons and arguments, and not condemn 
me unheard. 
Mr. KING. If the Senator will allow me, I did 
not say that he was influenced by improper mo 
tives in bringing forward his amendment at this 


time. 


Mr. BELL. Notatall.- The honorable Senator 
only said that I had mistaken the true course. 

And now with regard to the dispatch of public 
business. I have thought that honorable Senators 
—I may have done them injustice—would not 


Mr. DAYTON, Mr. President, I believe that || care if this civil and diplomatic bill were to overlie 
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every other important measure not absolutely es- || 
eeptial to the preservation of the Government, or 
to continue its machinery in motion. There are 
those who are obstinately opposed to the consid- 
eration of the California bill, and who are deter- 
mined, if possible, to prevent its being taken up 
during this session, for fear, among other things, 
that it will consume so much time as to render it 
impossible for the Senate to act upon other im- 
portant measures. IT haveexpressed myself to my 
fiends for several days past, that if the California 
question were only disposed of one way or the | 
others it would facilitate business; that if it were 
caken up for consideration, discussed, and voted 
down, or adopted and sent to the other House, we 
would get along with the public business much 
more rapidly than we do now. Itis still my opin- ¢| 
ion that it is the fear of the apparition of that Cals | 
fornia bill that produces delay. No one has im- | 
puted improper motives to me In bringing forward || 
thisamendment, It is all parliamentary, and has || 
heen so declared by the Senate, and we who are | 
in favor of at desire to be heard upon it. But it is | 
the privilege as well as the duty of those who con- | 
sidered the bill reported from the Select Committee 
by the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Doveras] to be 
objectionable, to oppose my amendment. I cannot 
object to their opposition, and shall not expect 
their coéperation. All I ask is, that I may be 
heard. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I would simply | 
say, in reply to the allusion made by the Senator 
from Tennessee te myself, that so far as | am con- 
cerned, and I believe many others, there is no | 
objection to hearing the Senator from Tennessee. | 
Weall listen to him on every occasion with respect, 
with delight, and with admiration. But I feared | 
that the attempt to ingraft his proposition upon the | 
one submitted by the Senator from Wisconsin 
{Mr. Watxer] might have the effect—in a man- 
ner very well known to the Senator and easy to | 
conjecture—of defeating all action upon this sub- | 
ject at the present session of Congress. Knowing 
‘that the Senator was really desirous to have some | 
action, and the most exten action upon this 
subject, | had hoped that whilst he would have | 
embraced the opportunity, which he could legiti- | 
mately do, of expressing his views at any length 
that might be agreeable to his own taste upon the 
proposition of the Senator from Wisconsin, he 
would not hazard that proposition, as I think he | 
does, by constraining the Senate to come to a vote 
upon his amendment. 

Mr. BELL. Mr. President, I did not suppose 
that the course of the honorable Senator from Mis- | 
sissippi was actuated by any other than those fair 
and magnanimous motives which always charac- | 
terize his actions. 

One word in reply to the Senator from New Jer- 
sey, (Mr. Dayron.] If the ogee of the 
Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Waker] be once | 
adopted, it cannot be amended; and if my propo- 
sition is withdrawn at this stage of the bill, and 
postponed till the California bill comes up, we shall 
lave to insert a section to repeal some of the pro- 
visions of the bill now before the Senate. ‘There 
areembarrassments both ways. I know my duty 
to myself too well not to know that I ought not to 
press any measure, that I ought not to take any 
course, decidedly against the wish of the Senate, 
or of a large majority of its members. But, sir, [ 
am in this unfortunate condition on this subject, 
that honorable Senators have taken ground with 
regard to my object in offering this amendment 
before they have heard me. To hear and then 
condemn, [ think, is the part of justice and liber- 
ality at least, to say nothing of courtesy. But, 
notwithstanding the impediment which I have 
named, if the Senate will, by general consent—I 
cannot suppose it will be unanimous—agree that 
when this bill is passed they will take up the Cali- 
fornia bill reported by the select commitiee, I will 
with great pleasure meet the wishes of the Senate. 

_ Mr. ATHERTON. Mr. President, perhaps it 
18 proper for me to say, in connection with the sug- 
gestions which have been made by the Senators 
from New Jersey [Mr. Dayton] and Tennessee, 
(Mr. Bext,] that I panes it my duty to raise the 
question of order; hut I must confess that I had 
not much confidence in it, and I did not take an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair declaring that 
the Senator from Tennessee was in order. Vpn | 








ceived that it was a question of consistency and 
not of order. 3 





Sir, we have no rules of the Senate 


by law. 
| considerable degree, against making any considera- 
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guarding our appropriation bills. The rules of the 


| other House do guard them with considerable 
strictness; and in that body it is out of order to 


introduce appropriations for objects not authorized 
The Senate have usually guarded, to a 


ble changes of the laws in appropriation bills, from 
a regard to the rights and privileges of the other 
House. 

It seems to me that the Senator from Tennessee 
is certainly mistaken in supposing that the only 
chance of getting his proposition considered is by 
offering it as an amendment to the appropriation 
bill. Sir, it is my opinion that he prevents many 
who would be friendly to his proposition from 
voting for it, on account of a regard for the rights 
and privileges of the House of Representatives. 
We have taken the ground here that we would 
not be dragooned, through appropriation bills, into 
any great changes of the laws as they stand, and 
it seems to me, froma consideration of what might 
take place, we ought to be deterred from lgading 
our appropriation bills with amendments of so im- 
portant a character as this. Suppose the Senate 
should choose to declare war, and make it a con- 
dition of the passage of an appropriation bill to 
carry on the Government here, that the House 
should agree to that amendment; and suppose the 
House should agree to that, although opposed to 
the declaration of war. I might also bring up the 
case of the Wilmot proviso, which has been so 
extensively agitated throughout the country. Sup- 
pose one House should say to the other, unless 
= adopt the Wilmot proviso in an appropriation 
vill, we will not consent to cive appropriations to 
carry on the Government. It seems to me that we 
ought to be deterred, from all these considerations, 
from rushing into the danger of introducing so 
many important amendments into the appropria- 
tion bills. 

I believe that if we will remain here one or two 
evenings we can dispose of this bill; and then I 
shall be happy to take up the bill introduced by 
the honorable Senator from Hlinois. I think that 
the surest way of getting to a vote on that question, 
and of enabling gentlemen fully to express their 
ideas on that question, is to finish this bill. We 
can soon finish it. ‘There are no difficulties in the 
way. I am not aware that there are any amend- 
ments, which properly belong to the bill, which it 
will take much tie to dispose of. It only requires 
a few hours of ah evening Session devoted to the 
consideration of this bill to enable us to finish it. 
And will not that subserve the purposes of the 
Senator from Tennessee? No one will be more 
happy to listen to him than myself to the fullest 
declaration of all his views upon the subject. 

But, sir, suppose we should even adopt this 
amendment, how could we, in a committee of con- 
ference with the other House, supposing they con- 
sidered it ¢mproper to introduce this subject into 
an appropriation bill, entrenching upon their rights 
and privileges—how could we, under such circum- 
stances, insist upon their adoption of that amend- 
ment as a condition of passing the appropriation 
bill? We would certainly be obliged to recede, 
and the Senator’s proposition would be placed ir 
a disadvantageous point of view, on account of 
having been put in an appropriation bill where it 
did not belong. 


Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator from Tennessee || 


give way for a moment, that | may offer one or 


two remarks in reply to the Senator from New || 


Hampshire [Mr. Arnerron]? 
Mr. BELL. Certainly. 
Mr. FOOTE. I feel bound to say, sir, that so 


— to participate in defeating the civil and dip- 
omatic bill, if that be the penalty we have to suffer 


subject now under consideration. Sir, 1 do not care 
what consequences may arise from such action, 
being perfectly persuaded it is right in itself that 
we should legislate in some effectual mode for the 


Paes ef the people of California and New | 


flexico at the present session of Congress, and for 
the preservation of the great national interests in- 
volved in the question before us. 1 am prepared, 
with the Senator from ‘Tennessee, to act upon this 
subject at the present session of Congress; and 
now, to the limited extent proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Wisconsin, who so pathetically painted, 


; action. 


| consideration at the 
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brethren in California and New Mexico at the 
present time. I feel bound to say, in addition, 
that I shall certainly vote against the amendment 
of the Senator trom Tennessee, if we shall be 
pressed to a vote upon it, merely from the appre- 
hension that it might defeat all action at present 
proposed, and I therefore take the liberty of ex- 
pressing a desire that he shall withdraw his amend- 
ment, and not force us toa vote upon it. Whea 
the proposition for ¢ stablishing State governments 


| shall come seasonably before us, the Senator will 


find me not only ready to act with hin, but zealous 
In coOperaung with him and others on this sub- 
ject, and T shall cheerfully aid in having his prop- 
osition submitied to the Senate, or the preposi- 
tion brought forward by the Senator from [lines 
taken uye for early consideration and immediate 
I doubt not, Mr. President, that there is 
a general disposition among Senators en both 
sides of the Chamber to give the proposition of 
the honorable Senator a fair and dispassionate 
rivht ume hereafter. 

Mr. BELL. [| am, for one, sir, entirely satis- 
fied to meet this subject at the present time, con- 
sidering that its discussion now will be as proper 
as at any other period of this session. I consider 
that in the brief time yet alloted to us for discus- 
sion, at this session, of subjects that necessarily 
require consideration, we may as safely and prop- 
erly act upon this question now as at any later 
period. In introducing this amendment, 1 have 
endeavored, and sha!l endeavor, so to confine my- 
self to the subject in hand as to preserve the kind 

_and friendly feelings of Senators towards myself 
in all that I do and say upon this matter. But the 
Senate must perceive, that in addressing myself 

| now to the sabject-matter of my ataiuieneniat am 

' necessarily laid under great embarrassment from 
what has already been submitted by ditlerent Sen- 


' ators in relation to my course of proceeding, and 


that my mind has unavoidably been drawn off 


| from the main subject before the Senate, particu- 


larly from the point introduced in the amendment. 
If the Senate would come to the understanding, 


\| that after the consideration of the civil and diplo- 


matic bill is concluded, this bill shall be taken up, 
| 1 of course would be willing to acquiesce in such 
an agreement; but Lam informed by a number of 
| gentlemen that no such understanding can be en- 
tered into, 
Mr. FOOTE. I feel authorized to say, that so 
far as the gentlemen on this side of the Chamber 
| are concerned, they would concur with the Senator 
| from Tennessee in that course of procedure. 
| Mr. BELL. I can only say to the Senator from 
| Mississippi that there is a pretty general feeling on 
this side of the Chamber adverse to such action. 
Mr. YULEE. I cannot, for one, consent to 
| take up a billrelating to California at this particular 
period, 
Mr. BELL. I supposed that such was the feel- 
| ing of many Senators. I have been too long a 
| member of this body, and too close an observer of 
the course of procedure among its members, not to 


‘| be aware, if there be any disinclination on the part 
(| of honorable members to take up for considera- 
|| tion and action some particular subject, of the exist- 


| ence of such a state of things. I feel, therefore, 
| great embarrassment In my approach to the rfmin 
| question before us, and that, too, because of the 
| peculiar circumstances which’ have occurred this 
| morning, they having a natural tendency, as every 
member must readily perceive, to greatly embarrass 
my remarks upon the point at issue; | feel also an 


|| additional embarrassment resting upon me from an 
|| apprehension in my mind, that perhaps | have lost 
far as I am connected with the question mentioned | 
by the Senator from New Hampshire, | am pre- | 


the good opinion and confidence of a large portion 
of the Senate who were my warm personal and 
political friends, because of the course I have seen 


| fit to adopt. 
for endeavoring to discharge our duty on the great | 


I desire, Mr. President, before proceeding with 
any extended remarks, to ask that in place of the 
forty-ninth degree in my amendment of north lati- 
| tude, that the forty-second degree be inserted. [ 
desire this amendment to my proposition to be 
made. Gentlemen around me—whom I regard as 
Warm friends—state that they are very willing to 
hear me upon this amendment of mine to-morrow 
morning; and that, if J will consent to yield the 





|| bili may be acted upon to-day. In relation to this 


suggestion, | would simply state, that if it is the 
general wish of the Senate, I will proceed now; 


in our hearing just. now, the sufierings of our |! though every gentleman must perceive the embar- 
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rassing situation in which I am placed. I there- 
fore awnit the decision of the Senate, as to whether 
I shall proceed at the present time or not. 

Mr. DOWNS. ‘There are some other small 
amendments to this bill which would probably just 
about consume the remaining portion of the time 
of the Senate to-day, and it ts also very desirable 
that the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Wisconsin, {Mr. Warker,] as modified by the 
Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Bexx,} should be 
printed for the use of the Senate; f inquire then if 
It would not be an accommodation to all parties 
that the consideration of this particular amend- 
ment be postponed, and that we proceed wth the 
eonsideration of the other amendments proposed, 
as we doubtless can get through with them to- 
day? 

Seveaat Senators, (addressing Mr. Bexr from 
their.seats.) Go on, go on. 

Mr. BELL then resumed his remarks, and con- 
tinued anti! near five o’clock; when— 

Mr. YULEE interposed, and said, as it is now 
getting very late, | would ask the Senator to give 
way to a motion to adjourn, 

Mr. BELL Certainly, sir, if the Senate desires 
an adjournment.* 


Mr, YULEE then moved an adjournment; but 
withdrew it at the request of Mr. DAVIS, of Mis- 
sissippi, Who wished to make a personal explana- 
tion. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I 
have a small debt which I wish to pay before the 
sun goes down, affecting the reputation of that 
distinguished scholar and gentleman, the Superin- 
tendent of the National Observatory. Tam made 
to say, in the report of the ** Intelligencer’’ of this 
day, that “the appropriation for the support of 
the Observatory last year was $138,000.”’ This 
isa mistake of $100,000. I said $38,000, and I 
find myself so reported in the Union. Thirty-five 
thousand dollars were for the Observatory, and 
three thousand dollars for the superintendent. 

Iam also made to say that ‘the astronomical 
discoveries it (the Observatory ) has made, | refrain 
from alluding to, for fear of having to bring for- 
ward anew to the country the ridiculous mistake 
made by it.”” What I did say in relation to that 
point was, “that I knew of no astronomical dis- 
covery which had been made by it;’’ and then 
added, ** 1 forbear from alluding to a ludicrous 
mistake,’’ &c. ‘That mistake arose from the cir- 
cumstance, that owing to refraction In the glass 
producing the prismatic division of color, they 
supposed that the star under observation was 
tripled. The refraction was mistaken for the tri- 
phicity of the star. This mistake was made by 
the superintendent shortly after he entered upon 
the duties of his office, and while he was young 
in the service. [t was a mistake into which an 
old and competent observer fell also, and there- 
fore no reflection should attach to the superin- 
tendent. And I will here stat® explicitly, that 
itis not my purpose to injure the scientific repu- 
tation of this distinguished officer. I would much 
rather add to than detract from the reputation of 


any man of science, and especially of one so justly , 


disunguished as the Superintendent of the National 
Observatory. 

I have been informed of, and will take this oppor- 
tunity to mention two important observations which 
have been made at the National Observatory. One 
of these | had heard of before, but had forgotten. 
The other | shall never forget.. It was an obsery- 
ation upon a point of the orbit of the planet Nep- 
tune. By connecting that observation with the 
previous observation of Lelande,in 1791, the whole 
orbit of the planet has been determined. lam also 
informed that at our National Observatory was 
first discovered the fact that the comet Beilas had, 
by a sort of volcanic eruption, separated into two 
parts, and constituted, subsequently, two new 
comets. 

But my whole purpose in addressing the Senate 
was to correct the first greaterror in the report,and 
the reflection, which was made more pointed than | 
intended it should be. With the explanation which 
Ihave given, I will, at thesame time, say that 
the present Superintendent of the Observatory was 
not the point of my attack—the point of attack be- 
ing the Observatory as arrayed against the coast 
survey. 1 take great pleasure in seeing the prog- 


*The Speech of Mr. Bett will be published in the Ap- | 


pendix. 


~ 


Government, and in the National Observatory as 
well as everywhere else, and | am always ready 
not only to bear testimony to the high merits of 
its distinguished superintendent, but to give him 
due credit for whatever discoveries he may bring 
in the boundless fields of science, and for all the 
additions he may make to the common stock of 
knowledge. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Tuespay, February 20, 1849. 

Pursuant -to the order of the House yesterday 
adopted, the House met this morning at eleven 
o’clock. 

‘The Journal of yesterday having been read— 

Mr. MANN rose, he said, to acorrection. His 
name was omitted in the list of yeas and nays on 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. 
Scnenck.] He (Mr. M.) voted in the afiirmative 
on that amendment. 

The Journal was ordered to be corrected ae- 
cordingly. 

Mr. GOGGIN also moved so to correct the Jour- 
nal as to conform to the fact, that a resolution he 
had yesterday offered was jaid over for debate— 
not that it had not been received. 

The Journal was ordered to be corrected ac- 
cordingly. 

And then the Journal was approved. 

Mr. BOWDEN, on leave given, presented peti- 
tions from citizens of Cherokee county, Alabama; 
which were referred to a select committee com- 
posed of the delegation in the House of Represent- 
atives from Alabama. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the regular 
orders of the day. It had been some time, he said, | 
since the committees had been called for reports. 

CONSULS AND VICE-CONSULS. | 

Mr. HILLIARD asked and obtained leave to | 
offer the followirg resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolred, That the President of the United States be re- 


y 


| quested to cause to be communicated to this House— 


Ist. A list of all consuls, vice-consuls, and commercial 
agents, now in the service of the United States, together 
with the country and particular port or place at which they 
reside, distinguishing such as are citizens of the United 
States and such as are not. 

24. Whether ail the consuls, vice-consuls, and commer- 
cial agents aforesaid have made regular returns of the fees 
and perquisites which they have reagived, and of the ton- 
nage and commerce of the United States within their respect- 
ive consulates or agencies, according to the instructions of 
the Secretary of State 

3d. The amountof fees and perquisites which each consul, 
vice-consul, and commereial agent has reeeived during the 
years 1844, 1845, 1846, 1847, and 184°, as far as returns have | 
been received. 

4th. The number of vessels and the amount of tonnage of || 
the United States which entered and cleared within each 
of the consulates and agencies aforesaid, during the years 
1844, 1845, 1846, 1847, and 1848, as soon as returns have been | 
received, and also the number of seamen belonging to the 
United States that have been provided for and sent home 
from each of the said consulates during the time aforesaid. 


Mr. WENTWORTH insisted on the orders of 
the day. 
The SPEAKER thereupon proceeded to call the 

committees for reports. 
CONNECTION OF THE ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC 
OCEANS. i 
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the | 
select committee to whom was referred the joint 
resolution to authorize the survey of certain routes 
for acanal or railroad between the Atlantic and | 
Pacific Oceans; also, the memorial of the General 
Assembly of the State of Arkansas for the estab- | 
lishment of a national road from the western fron- | 
tier of Arkansas to California; also, the petition of 
George Wilkes, in relation to the construction of a 
railroad to the Pacific Ocean, reported the said joint | 
resolution back to the House with an amendment, 
together with the memorial and petition, accompa- , 
nied by a report in writing. 
Ordered, That the said joint resolution and amendment 
be committed to a Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, and printed. | 
On motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, 


Ordered, That the Commitiece on Printing inquire into the || 
expediency of printing an extra number of copies of said | 
report; and that the Committee on Engraving inquire into |! 
the expediency of engraving the maps attached to the report. 


GOLD COINS. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to whom was referred the bill to au- | 
thorize the coinage of one-dollar gold pieces at | 
the mint of the United States and its branches, | 


‘GLOBE. 


| . * Se 
ress of science in any and all branches of the | reported the same back to the House 
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following amendment, viz: nee the 

Strike out all after the enacting clause of the 
msert: That it shall be lawful henceforward to b 
mint and its branches twenty -dollar gold coins of He Ut Lie 
of tive hundred and sixteen grains, and gold deltas : Weigh, 
the weight of twenty-five grains and eight-te bese of 
coins shall be legal tenders of payment according ¢ —_ 
nominal values. : =m 

Sec. 2. ind be it further enacted, Tuat the above 
tioned eoins shall be made, in al respeets, jn enel men. 
with the existing laws regulating the coinage at he ty 
except that on the reverse of the gold dollar the figun’s 
the eagle shall be omitted. © “gure of 

Sec. 3. .4nd be it further enacted, That in adjusting 
weights of gold coins henceforward, the followiny aut 
tions from the standard weight shall be not exces ded i. : 
of the single pieces, namely, in the double eagle, tie ser y 
and half eagle, one-half of a grain, and in the quarter. 
and gold dollar one quarter of a grain; and that jn Weish’, 
a Jarge number of pieces together, when delivered frome the 
chief coiner to the treasurer, and from the treasurer - th 
depositors, the deviations from the standard wy iwht <n 
not exceed three pennyweights in one thousand a... 
eagles, and one and a half penayweights in one thousay 
half cagies, one pennyweight in one thousand ca 
eagles, and one-half of a peunyweight in one thousan, 
dollars. 

Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That so much of »; 
act as regards the coinage of twenty-dollar and one-do} im 
gold pieces, shall continue in foree until the four) day of 
March, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, and no longer, © 


The amendment having been read— 

Mr. ASHMUN asked for the reading of 
bill; which having been read— . 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL objected to its beino 
put on its passage at this time. " 

The SPEAKER said the bill was regularly jy 


bill . 
hy ang 


hery 


ul doubdje 


1 goig 


the 


order at this time. The question was first on the 


amendment, and then on the engrossment of the 
bill. 

Mr. McKAY said, that as the bill did not re. 
quire commitment, he hoped it would be the pleas- 
ure of the House to order it now to be engrossed 
and put on its passage. ; 

In reply to an inquiry of Mr. EVANS, of Ma. 
ryland— 

Mr. McKAY said that the weight of the coin 
had been made to correspond with the weizhis 
fixed by the act of 1837. 7 

Mr. McK. then@roceeded to remark, that the 
bill, as originally introduced, simply authorized 


_ the coinage of one-dollar gold pieces. The Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means of this House, to whom 
the bill had been committed, having determined 


_also to authorize the coinage of double eagles, or 


twenty-dollar pieces, it became necessary to change 
the form of the bill. Hence the substitute was 
reported, The provisions of the bill were all sim- 
ple. It simply authorized the coinage of these 
two pieces. It fixed the weights so as to corre- 
spond with the weights of the present coin, and 
required that the pieces should be made in con- 


. formity to the law applicable to existing coin. 


The third section had been introduced at the 
suggestion of the Director of the Mint. It re- 
ferred to what were called ** remedies’ in the act 
of 1837. He (Mr. McK.) would read an extract 
from a letter of the Director on this subject. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL inquired of the Speaker 
if the bill was now before the House for debate? 

The SPEAKER said, Yes; and the question 
was on its engrossment. 

Mr. McKAY then read the following extract 
from the letter referred to: 

“In the proposed bill which I send to you, IT have intro- 
duced a provision for what are technically called the rene- 
dies in the standard weights of the gold coins. It differs 


from the provision in the 25th section of the mint actof 
1837, by being extended to the proposed new coins, and also 


| by increasing the variation allowed for the eagle and haif 


eagle, from a quarter of a grain to half a grain. Our expe- 
rience has shown that the former limit is too small for prac- 
tical adjusting. _ As the limit now proposed is itself very 
small, | hope that no objection will be made to its adoption. 
You will see that the narrow allowance of variatien from 
standard weight in the delivery of large numbers of coins, 


| puts it out of the power of the officers to take advantage of 


the allowance on single pieces.”” 

These (Mr. McK. proceeded to remark) were 
all the provisions of the bill. He would say nothing 
of the advantages to the country which would re- 
sult from the adoption of this measure, nor would 
he anticipate any Objection to its passage. He 


was aware that objections had been urged against 
it. It had been said that one-dollar pieces were too 


small; that they would be paid away in the dark 


for five-cen®pieces. He had some of the samples 
_in his possession. Any gentleman upon seeing 


them would be satisfied that there was not much 


| weight in that objection. 


Another objection which had been urged agains’ 
the one-dollar piece was, that it would be easily 
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1849. 
counterfeited ; and another, that being on a large 
eurface, larger than other coin, it would be subject 
- creater Waste. . . 
" But there were two considerations which would 
have weight with the House in deciding upon the 
assage of the bill. By the act of 1837, the officers 
of the mint were required to deliver to depositors 
wach coin as they might require; and if this one- 
dollar cold piece was not acceptable to the country, 
inasmuch as a large portion of the bullion coined 
at the mint was deposited there by individuals, 
they never would ask for that kind of coin. 
Another consideration was, that by the last sec- 
tion of the bill the duration of the act was limited 
to the 4th of March, 1852—a period of two years. 
Ifthe experiment was not successful, the act would 
expire by its own limitation. But if the country 
should be satisfied with the way in which it 
worked, It would then, of course, be the pleasure 
of Congress to continue it in force for a longer time. 
He would, if it met the pleasure of the House, call 
the previous question. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL hoped not, he said. 


Mr. HUDSON appealed to Mr. McKay to with- ' 


draw his motion. 

Mr. McKAY did so. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said, the project of coin- 
ing gold dollars was suggested several years ago. 
Itmet with little favorthen. It has been cherished 
and nursed Jong enough to acquire a growth, one 


would suppose, much greater than its present glit- | 


tering appearance would demonstrate. It owes its 
present magnitude and favor to the efforts of the 
gentieman from North Carolina who has brooded 
over it so long. ‘The opinion of the very intelligent 
director of the mint is probably extorted by some 


new-born belief engendered by the fear that in | 


some shape or other the thing will be produced, 
however abortive may be its birth. Certain it is, 
that he was heretofore warmly opposed to the 
whole scheme. ‘This fact is'as well known to the 
advocate of itas to myself. We were joint recip- 
ients of his objections when I had the pleasure to 


serve on the same committee with the gentleman. | 


To what have his objections given way? The 


measure is placed before us with little explanation | 
and no argument, and the House is to guess, as | 


well as it can, at reasons in its behalf. 

Public sentiment is often properly a guide to 
legislative action. It forms a powerful ingredient 
in the estimate of motives for sustaining or oppo- 
sing public measures. None has been referred to 
or is supposed to be in existence on the present 
subject. , It has been left essentially to its work- 
ings in the dark, and as gold is the universal mas- 
terand now occupies universal attention, it seems 
to be potential even in its utmost diminutiveness. 

Does any precedent or example justify the in- 
troduction of it? Look over the civilized world, 
and while you find nothing of the sort among those 
nations which have preserved their influence and 
continued most to advance in civilization and intel- 
ligence, Spain, in her disturbed and agitated con- 
dition which has seldom experienced during the 


course of centuries a tranquil interval, has pos- | 


sessed and to a certain extent employed this toy 
foracoin. [Even there it is believed to be tolera- 


ted rather than approved: maintained in actual ex- | 


istence, but only nominal use by Castilian pride, 
which delights in the customs of a renowned an- 
cestry, and with them sometimes in the mistaken 
practices of a less heroic age. Perhaps that an- 
cient monarchy owes its present difficulties to the 
multiplication and diffusion of its gold. It has 


been a tempter to the humble and the great. It 


has dazzled and blinded the eyes of the nation and 
thesubject, the sovereign and the people. Clearer 
and more authentic proof is required of the benefit 
of multiplied denominations of coin than this sin- 
gle and unsatisfactory example affords. 


If neither precedent nor public sentiment justi- | 


fies the innovation; if experience be against it, and || to a standard so small that they will fail to perform | 


argument wanting in its favor, why shall we run 


wildly into what 18 admitted to be an experiment, | 


now, for the first time, hurried into the halls of re- 
publican legislation? Since the formation of the 
Government, no want has been experienced of this 
newly-imagined coin. 
adopted long ago without it, and it fas continued 
to work well. All the purposes of business, of 


travel, of everything substantially useful in the in- 
tetcourse of society, have been attained by things 


as they are. Let us not; from mere caprice, adopt 
® change. 


‘| and unparalleled size. 


A system of coinage was | 


The denomination of a dollar is not very useful 
in practice at the best. Between the half dollar 
and the quarter eagle, the interval is not so great 
as to require to be stopped and fille A little 
piece of precious metal, scarcely perceptible to the 
eye or touch, may be a plaything for the idle, a 
counter for the card table—perhaps a light addi- 
tion toa lady’s purse in her morning’s shopping, 
or a medium of fraud upon the post office laws, by 


lurking concealed under the seal of a letter. Be- 
yond these fanciful purposes, it has none. Grave 


legislation will be strangely employed in an effort 
to encourage and promote them. 

It is not to be Jearned, at this time of day, that 
efforts have been made, in high places, to multiply 
American coins, although the recommendation, 
thus far, has been confined to existing kinds of 
currency. ‘The proposition comes with all the in- 
fluence and weight of the Treasury Department, 
backed by the sovereign sway of the Executive 
himself. Let that influence prevail, if it be wise. 
Even in that shape, it is pernicious; and doubly 
so in the proposal to multiply, without end, de- 
nominations, as well as pieces of gold and silver. 
The precious metais find their level, wherever they 
are wanted, as readily as water; both are influenced 

' by irresistible impulses, and both are governed by 
irrefragable rules. This year large importations 
may be made of specie; next year the exportations 
become correspondingly large. You ¢annot pro- 
mote or prevent them by throwing streams of 
particular coinage into the market, any more than 
you can arrest water in its obedience to the laws 
of nature by tincturing it with saffron. Both will 
flow on as they ought, and as necessity requires. 
3ullionists prefer to keep ingots of gold-ready 
for coinage duly assayed. ‘These can be conve- 
niently transported to regions where the state of 
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exchanges requires specie in bars or masses of gold | 


and silver. ‘They are there coined, without any 
expense to the owner, at the proper mint, and come 
into use without loss to any one. If, on the other 
hand, an excess of coinage be resorted to at a par- 
ticular moment, and the laws of trade call for its 
exportation, as in due season they inevitably must, 
the owner loses exactly the difference between the 
intrinsic value and the imaginary difference arising 
from supposed superiority of credit which one 
government possesses over another. Besides, by 
law foreign coins are receivable as a legal tender 
among ourselves. Silver and gold are the qirrency 
of the Constitution, however stamped and wherever 
coined. Foreign money is in great variety, and 
it is now introduced by numerous emigrants con- 
stantly arriving on our hospitable shores. With- 
out any formal effort of importation, you may make 


| your contemplated experiment by the coins spon- | 


taneously poured into your lap. If, among the 


numerous arrivals of heads of existing or departed | 


sovereigns in the pockets of their fleeing subjects, 
seeking a refuge in this refuge land, a little piece of 
precious metal can, with the utmost scrutiny, be 
found rivaling in weight and size the gold dollar 
of this bill, let the experiment be made on foreign 
materials, and not on our own. 
| Have the friends of this little coin ascertained 
| the expense that would attend the preparation for 
a brief experiment? It is said that the Philadelphia 
mint can make the machinery that may be re- 


uired. It is the happy organization of that estab- | 
| lishment, that it makes within its own walls the | 


' machinery which it eT 
'| lessly and successfully performed. It does its quiet 
| duty well, and it is able to do much more than the 

calls of the country require. But dies must be made, 
| and new machines to some extent must be pre- 

‘pared. These expenses, though not large, will 
|| render a measure which at best is perfectly use- 
‘less, pernicious too. 


small ones. If eagles’ wings are to be clipped down 


| their office from their insignificence, they are, as 
_ the bill proposes, to be doubled into a ponderous 


| metal is, itis not half so bad as its wasteful dimi- 
/nution. We have dollars of silver. It is idle to 
| have dollars of gold. Is it intended to carry the 
| experiment still further, and duplicate all the de- 
| nominations of coin? 
gold quarter dollars, gold dimes, and gold half 


Its work is noise- | 


It seems great coins are to be issued as well as | 


Bad as the increase of | 


Make gold half dollars, || 


dimes, and you have enough; but may it not lead | 


| to making silver quarter eagies, silver half eagles, || 
‘| and silver eagles? Ponderous coinage once exist- | 
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ed among a simple and a warlike people. If it is 
to be introduced again, iron or tobacco will suit as 
well as gold. 

An experiment so unnecessary surely should not 
be made at amoment like this. Gold is threatened 
with such plethora as to lose its comparative value. 
Should the littl dollar become less valuable than 
the silver dollar,or even should it approach nearer 
than the present state of the precious metals. per- 
mits, the experiment will become doubly vain. 
The whole plan is bad, though it may succeed 
here. If it should, I venture to prophesy that a 
business community through the country will not 
applaud the precipitancy of the passage of the bill, 
or the imperfect principles upon which it must be 
sustained. 

Mr. HUDSON said he was not disposed to de- 
tain the House any length of time on this subject; 
but being one of the committee who had reported 
this bill, and one of the minority of the committee 
on the question, he wished to state to the House, 
in a very few words, his objections to its passage. 

His first objection, then, was, that there was no 
demand that he was aware of for any such coins 
as were here proposed. On the contrary, the Di- 
rector of the Mint himself declared, in a letter-— 
part of which only had been read—that there was 
no utility in the $20 gold coins; that they were 
not desired; that they would contribute to no in- 
terest whatever. These were the objections to the 
$20 coin. 

What were the advantages of the dollar coin? 
He (Mr. H.) admitted that in the abstract there 
might be some advantage in the dollar coin. But 
there were very serious objections to such a coin. 
In the first place, the coin would be so small that 
it might very naturally and very easily be passed 
off in the evening for a half dime. The dollar 
coin, which was submitted to the committee from 
the mint, was just about the size of the half dime. 
The Director of the Mint had also furnished them 
with a genuine dollar coin and with a counterfeit 
dollar coin; and the committee were not able, 
themselves, to detect the difference—they were 
not able to distinguish the one from the other. 

Mr. NICOLL inquired whether, when the com- 
mittee examined the spurious and the real coin, a 
majority of them did not succeed in detecting the 
difference ? 

Mr. HUDSON replied, that he was about to 
state the result of that experiment by the com- 
mittee. These pieces were put into the hands of 
the members of the committee, and they were told 
that the one was spurious coin and the other gen- 
uine. They were thus put upon their guard in 
advance; they weighed and measured, and exam- 
ined as well as they could; and, he believed, a 
majority of the committee, being apprised in ad- 
vance that one was spurious and the other gen- 
uine, did with some hesitancy detect the spurious. 

But he believed his friend from New York, how- 
ever, and himself, were of the minority of the 
committee. [A laugh.] He believed that they 
were unable—that their sense of feeling was not 
sufficiently acute to detect by the weight (the only 
test to which they could subject them) the differ- 
ence between the genuine and the spurious coins. 

Mr. VINTON stated, in explanation, that he 
believed he was of the majority of the committee; 
but he was perfectly satisfied that if the spurious 
piece had been given him by itself, he could never 
have detected it. 

Mr. HUDSON said he believed, too, that it was 
admitted by gentlemen who were able to detect the 
spurious coiny that if only one of these pieces had 
been put into their hands, and they had been asked 
whether it was spurious or genuine, they would 
have been unable to determine. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (the floor having 
been yielded for explanation,) said he wished to 
inquire of the gentleman from Massachusetts if he, 
or anybody else, could tell the difference in the 
dark, b feeling, between a hundred dollar bill and 
a shinplaster of one dollar; either by size, touch, 
or in any other way except by sight? And he 
asked the gentleman further, if there were not as 
many persons in this House, and throughout the 


| country, who could distinguish between the genu- 


ine gold coin and a counterfeit, as there were who 
could determine between a genuine bank note and 
a counterfeit? Every argument, it seemed to him, 
which had »een urged to these gold coins, applied 
with ten-fold force to bank bills, 

Mr. HUDSON interposed, and said he had 
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yielded the floor for explanation, but not for an 
argument. 

The gentieman’s whole argument (he said) went 
on the ground that the only test to which the com- 





mittee had put these pieces was that of feeling. | 
They had not shut their eyes, but they all admitted | 


that there was nothing in the external appearance 
of the genuine and the spurious coins which would 
enable them to distinguish between them. It was 
only by the relative weight. a 

Mr. JONES inquired if the same objection did 
not apply with equal force to the eagle, the half- 
eagle, and the quarter-eagle ? : 

Mr. HUDSON replied, if the gold dollar did 
not so dazzle the gentleman’s eyes that he could 
not remain quietly in his seat without interrupting 
him, (Mr. H.) he should before this have come 
to that point. The diiference in one respect be- 
tween the genuine and the spurious eagle, half 
eagle, and quarter eagle, was little; but the differ- 
ence in another respect (in the weight) was very 
There might be many grains ditfer- 
ence between the weight of a spurious and a gen- 
uine coin of a large size, as a ten-dollar coin, but 
when they took a small coin about the size of a 
five-cent piéce, he ventured to say shat his friend 
would find himself ina very serious dilemma when 
he was asked to detect by weight the difference 
between the two meces, , 

The dollar coins, he repeated, would be about 
the size of a five-cent piece; in the night this would 
be very likely to be passed off for a five-cent piece; 
they would be so small that they might be lost in 
the pocket much more readily than large coins; 
and he believed these pieces might be counterfeited 
much more easily than the shinplasters to which 
the gentleman from ‘Tennessee alluded, and which 
might be common in the gentleman’s section of 
country, bat of which they had none in his (Mr. 
H..’s) section. j 

He believed that of the me onle of the community 
—those among whom the paper and the silver dol- 


a] t 


2. 
considerable. 


lar circulated—there were ten persons who would | 
detect a counterfeit one-dollar bill, toone who would 


detect the counter/eit of a gold dollar. There were 
more who were expert in judging of hand-writing, 
of signatures, than there were who were sufficiently 
acquainted with the properties of different metals to 
detect the gold from the 

He believed that in no respect was there an ad- 
vantage to be derived from this new dollar coin. 
On the contrary, there were many objections to it. 
He believed it would open the door to counterfeit- 
ing and to irmaposition, and that, instead of con- 
ferring any benefit upon the community, it would 
be an absolute injury. 

Mr. NICOLL said he did not intend to take up 
the time of the House in discussing this question, 
but enly to say,in reply to the argument of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, as far as he heard 
it, that every objection which the gentleman had 
raised to the propriety of the coin which they now 
proposed would apply with equal force to paper 
money. No doubt that everything of this kind 
could be abused; no doubt that human skill would 
be unable to prevent the fraudulent persons of this 
world from counterfeiting paper money or gold 

coin. He believed this argument was greatly ex- 
aggerated, He believed the wants of the country 
required that we should Lave a coin like that 
which was now proposed. 

Ile referred to a nosition taken by Mr. Incer- 
SOLL, as raaintaining the superiority of ‘bullion, 

>and the inutility of having coin, and said the argu- 
ment would apply with equal force against all coin, 
and would, when carried out, go to the exclusion of 
coin and to the use of a paper currency based upon 
bullion. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL explained that he had 
not taken this position. 

Mr. NICOLL accepted the correction, and (con- 
tinuing) seid he went for multiplying this coin. 
In the progress of years great changes had come 
over the minds of the people in regard to the cur- 
rency of the country. Small notes were gradually 
disappearing, and in many of our States paper 
currency was done away with entirely. It was 
for these communities that this bill would operate 
beneficially. Ie was willing to suppose that there 
was sufficient discrimination among them to dis- 
tinguish between gold and spurious coin, and that 
with equal or greater readiness than they could 


Spurious coin. 





detect counterfeits of notes issued by distant cor- 
' 


porations. 
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jadgment, to pass this bill; and believing that the 


time of the House was too precious to be wasted | 


in discussion, he moved the previous question. ° 
[Cries of * 'That’s right;’’ ** hold on.’?] 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, appealed to the 
gentleman to withdraw the previous question fora | 


few moments. 


Mr. NICOLL (under a general manifestation of | 


a contrary desire on the part of the House) ad- 
hered to his demand for the previous question. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved to | 
lay the bill on the table. 
| Mr. PET TIT and several other gentlemen asked | 


the yeas and nays on this motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted, yeas 37, nays 127—as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Belcher, Cabell, Collamer, Cranston, | 


Eckert, Edwards, Nathan Evans, Gayle, Grinnell, Hale, 


Nathan K Hall, Henry, Hilliard, Elias B. Holines, Hubbard, | 


Joseph R. Ingersoil, Danie! P. King, William T. Lawrence, 
Levin, Hora 
Julius Rockwell, John A. 
Silvester, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, Stephens, ‘lay- 
lor, R. W. Thompson, Van Dyke, Vinton, and White—37, 
NAYS—Messrs. 
Beale, Bingham, Birdsall, Blackmar,Bocock, Botts, Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Bridges, Brodhead, Charles Brown, Albert G. 


Brown, Buckner, Burt, Canby, Catheart, Chapman, Chase, || 
Clapp, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Clingman, How- | 
ell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Collins, Conger, | 


Crozier, Darling, Dickey, Dixon, Garnett Duncan, Edsall, 
Alexander Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Featherston, Ficklin, 
Flournoy, French, Fries, Fulton, Gaines, Gentry, Giddings, 
Gougin, Gatt, Greene, 
Moses Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Henley, 
Hill, George S. Houston, Hudson, Inge, Irvin, George W. 
Jones, Kaufman, Keliogg, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney 
Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, Lincoin, Lord, Lumpkin, Lynde, 


McDowell, Metivaine, McKay, MeQueen, Job Mann, Mil- | 


ler, Morehead, Morris, Morse, Nes, Newell, Nicoll, Palfrey, 


Peasiee, Peck, Petrie. Petiit, Phelps, Pilsbury, Pollock, | 


Presion, Reynolds, Robinson, Rockhill, Root, St. John, 
Sawver, Shepperd, Stingerland, Smart, Stanton, Stark- 
weather, Strohm, Strong, Thibodeaux, Thomas, James 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, William 
Thompson, Tompkins. Turner, Venable, Wallace, Warren, 
Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, and Williams—127. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previous question. 


Mr. SCHENCK asked the gentleman from 


New York [Mr. Nico] to withdraw the demand | 


to enable him (Mr. 8.) to offer an amendment. 
Mr. NICOLL persisted in his motion. 


The question was then taken thereon, and the | 


vote stood: Ayes 110, noes not counted. 

So there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken; which main question was first on the 


amendment, and then on ordering the bill to be || 


engrossed for a third reading. 


Mr. SCHENCK called for the reading of the 


amendment; which was read. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, called for the read- 
ing of the bill; which also was read. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


Mr. WENTWORTH moved to reconsider the 


vote, and moved that that motion be laid on the | 


table. 

No objection having been made, it was ordered 
accordingly. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL objected to the third | 


reading until the bill had been engrossed. 


The SPEAKER said the bill, as amended, had | 


already Leen engrossed. It was, therefore, in the 
power of the House to put it on its third reading. 

The bill was then read a third time; and the 
question being on its passage— 

Mr. McKAY moved the previous question; 
which was seconded. 

The main question was ordered, and being 
taken, the bill was passed. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote, and that that motion be laid on 
the table. 


No objection having been made, it was ordered | 


accordingly. 
On motion of Mr. McKAY, the title of the bill 
wee so amended as to include twenty-dollar pieces, 
LC. 
RESOLUTIONS OF NORTH CAROLINA. 
Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
- Union, but waived the motion at the request 
tr} -— 


Mr. CLINGMAN, and on his pledge of re- 


newal 





They were bound by. every consideration, in his | 


| affirmative. 


| tion to go into Committee of the Whole 


: Mann, Marsh, Nelson, Outlaw, Putnam, | 
Rockwell, Rumsey, Schenck, | 


Greeiey, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, | 
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Mr. C., on leave given, presented certain ; 
resolutions of the Legislature of North Game 
on the subject of slavery; which, on his oe ing 
were laid on the table, and ordered to he printed” 

Mr. C. then renewed the motion of Mr. y 
TON. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, inquired 
the Chair whether, if that motion should not - 
vail, it would be in order to move that the . 
proceed to the consideration of busi - 
Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER was understood to re 


IN- 


ness on the 


ply in the 
Mr. ROCKWELL gave notice, that if the mo. 
; : on the 
state of the Union should not prevail, he would 
submit the motion he had indicated. 

Mr. SCHENCK requested Mr. Crivemay to 
waive the motion, to allow him (Mr. 8.) to re- 
port a bill in which four ladies, and nobody else 
were concerned. He had desired to make the 
report for several days; and appealed to the gen. 


|| tleman from North Carolina, {Mr. Ciinemay 
MAN, 
Abbott, Ashmun, Atkinson, Barringer, | 


whose gallantry no one would question, to allow 


i} him to do so. 


Mr. CLINGMAN said he could not withdraw 


| the motion, except with the consent of the gentle. 


man from Opio, [Mr. Vinron.] He (Mr. C.) did 


| not understand that gentleman as acquiescing, 


The question was then taken, and by ayes 54, 


| noes 64, was decided in the negative. 


So the House refused to go into Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union. 


MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. 


Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to whom was referred the bill to reg- 
ulate the mileage of members and delegates to 
Congress, and for other purposes, reported the 
same back to the House with an amendment. 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. McKAY said the bill did not require com- 
mitment. He would ask that it might be read. 

The bill having been read— 

Mr. McKAY said that this subjectof the mileage 
of members had already taken up a good deal of the 
time of the House during the present session. He 
was not disposed to waste any more time in rela- 
tion fo it. For the last sixteen or seventeen years 
it had been brought, at every Congress, to the 
consideration of the House, and had always pro- 
duced much excitement. This matter of mileage 
was, however, of more importance than some gen- 
tlemen on this floor seemed to consider. There 
was every year paid out of the treasury, for trav- 
eling expenses of the oflicers of various branches 
of the public service, between four and five hun- 
dred thousand dollars. At this session there had 


| been appropriated $175,000 for the mileage of mem- 


bers and delegates; $75,000 for the mileage of 
military officers; $50,000 or $60,000 was annually 
expended out of the contingent appropriations of 
the navy; and for all officers of the civil service, 
something like $75,000 or $100,000 more was ap- 
propriated; making, together, the aggregate he had 
named. 

There was a difference of practice in relation to 
the mileage allowed to these. different officers. 
The officers of the War Department were allowed 
mileage according to the shortest mail route. The 
mileage of officers of the navy was computed by 
a different rule; they had the benefit of the Con- 
gressional rule—that was to say, the usually trav- 
eled route. 

Mr. ASHMUN interposed. He rose, he said, 
to a privileged question. He moved that the House 
proceed to the consideration of the business on the 
Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER said, that one hour having 
been given to reports, the motion was in order. 

And the question was taken, and by ayes 80, 
noes 53, was decided in the affirmative. 

So the House proceeded to the consideration of 
the business on the Speaker’s table. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 


lowing Executive communications: ’ 
I. A lettefrom the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting, in compliance with the resolutions of the 
House of February 16, 1843, and June 14, 1848, 
a transcript of the army list, showing the amounts 
received by each officer during the fiscal year end- 


ing June 30, 1847; which letter and accompanying 
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e printed. 

|, A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
iting bis decision upon the claim of Daniel 
oe and Solomon T. Corser, for carrying the 
mail between Portland and Augusta, in the State 
Maine, referred to him for examination and set- 
tlement by the joint resolution of June 28, 1848; 
which letter and decision were referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the House resolve 


to b 


itself’ into Committee of the Whole on the state of | 





aiail were laid upon the table, and ordered | On motion of Mr. WENTWORTH, it was 


} 


he Union, for the purpose (he said) of taking up | 


the nost office bill. : 
Mr. WENTWORTH. Is it not the order of 
the House to proceed to the business on the Speak- 
*s table? 
“The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
debate was not in order, and propounded the ques- 
tion on the motion of Mr. Kaurman. 


Ordered, ‘That the said bill be laid upon the table. 
SLAVE TRADE IN THE DISTRICT. 
_The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill to prohibit the importation of slaves into the 


| District of Columbia with certain exceptions, in- 
|| troduced by Mr. Wick on the 25th of May, 1848. 


The question pending thereon being the motion 
of Mr. Jacos Tuompson, that the said bill be laid 
upon the table— 

Mr. TOCMBS moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, 

The yeas and nays were asked on that motion. 

Tellers were ordered, (Messrs. Licon aad 
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Toomss;) and thirty-five members having voted | 


therefor, the yeas and nays were ordered, and | 


| being taken, were: Yeas 90, nays 93. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, demanded the yeas and | 


nays, Which were ordered by tellers, and having | 


heen taken, were—ayes 88, noes 90. 


; : 7 | 
So the House refused to go into Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 
The bill for the relief of Jacob Zimmerman; and 
The bill forthe relief of Major Charles Larabee, 
ordered to be engrossed on the 13th instant, were 
severally read the third time and passed, and sent 
to the Senate for concurrence. 


AMERICAN ARCHIVES. 

The joint resolution authorizing the distribution 
of the American Archives, under the direction of 
the Joint Committee on the Library, to literary in- 
stitutions, ordered to be engrossed on the 13th 
instant, was read the third time. 

The question being on the passage of the reso- 
lution— 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded, and, under the opera- 
tion thereof, the resolution was passed. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the vote by 
which the joint resolution was passed be recon- 
sidered, and also that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


MOBILE AND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. GAYLE made an inquiry of the Speaker 
relative to the situation of the bill granting the 
right of way to the Mobile and Ohio Railroad 
Company, pending the question upon the passage 
of which, he said, the House had adjourned some 
two weeks.since. 

The SPEAKER referred the gentleman to the 
order of business as laid down in the printed cal- 
endar, and said the bill could not be reached until 
por orders were disposed of 

THANKS TO GENERAL TAYLOR. 

The House. proceeded to the consideration of the 
joint resolution of thanks to Major General Taylor, 
introduced on the 3d of January, 1848, by Mr. 
Hovsron, of Delaware. 

On motion of Mr. WENTWORTH, it was 

Yrdered, ‘That the said resolution be laid on the table. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the vote by 
which the joint resolution was laid on the table be 
reconsidered; and also that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table; which latter motion was agreed 


to. 


CLERKS IN THE PENSION OFFICE. 


_ The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of 
Pensions to employ temporarily an additional num- 
ber of clerks in his office, when 
On-motion of Mr. VINTON, it was 
Ordered, That the said resqlution be laid on the table. 


THANKS TO ARMY OFFICERS. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the joint resolution expressive of the thanks of 
Congress to Generals Twiggs, Worth, Pillow, 
Shields, Quitman, Patterson, Pearce, Smith, and 
Cadwalader, introduced by Mr. Cuase, on the 
“Ist of February, 1848. 

On motion of Mr. TOOMBS, it was 

Ordered, That the said resolution be laid upon the table. 


DUTY ON TIMBER. 


_The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill to release from duty plank and timber import- 
ed for the construction of plank roads, reported by 


r. Hunt, from the Committee on Commerce, on 
the 30th of March, 1848. 





——_ 





So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


| 


The question then recurred on the motion to lay | 


the said bill on the table; which having been de- 
cided in the affirmative— ‘ 
The said bill was laid on the table. 
LAND OFFICE IN MISSOURI. 
The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill to establish an additional land office in the State 
of Missouri. 


The question pending being on the engrossment | 
and third reading of the bill, it was put and decided | 


in the affirmative. 


And the said bill being engrossed, was accord- | 


ingly read the third time and passed, and sent to 
the Senate for concurrence. 


DUTIES OF CONSULS-——-AMERICAN SEAMEN, | 


The House proceeded to the consideration of the 


| bill to repeal the fifth section and seventh clause of 








** An act in addition to the several acts regylating 
the shipment and discharge of seamen, and the 
duties of consuls,’”’ approved July 20, 1840; and 
also to amend the act entitled ** An act supplemen- 
tary to the act concerning consuls and vice-consuls, 
and for the further protection of American sea- 
men,”’ 
Mr. McKay, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, on the 14th of June, 1848. 

The question pending being upon the engross- 
ment of the bill— 

Mr. McKAY, under instructions from the Com- 


| mittee of Ways and Means, moved the follpwing 
| amendment, to come in after the first section, viz: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That any officer or sea 


| man may be discharged from any vessel of the United States 


in aforeign country without payment of the three months’ 


| Wages prescribed in the preceding section: Provided, such 
| Officer or seaman shall be at the same time reshipped on 


board another vessel! of the United States, and the consul or 


| commercial agent of the United States shall signify his ap- 
| proval bygendorsing the discharge of such officer or seaman 


upon the list of the crew of the vessel from which any officer 


| or seaman is discharged. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the master and 


owner, or owners of the vessel which shall receive such 
officer or seaman, shall be bound and held for the return of 
such officer or seaman to the United States, being citizens 
thereof, under the same penalties as is now provided by 
law; and the bonds hereafter given for seamen shall be se 


| amended and construed as to include all officers or seamen 
| shipped, as provided in the preceding section, and the con- 
| sul or commercial agent of the United States at the port of 


shipment shall enter on phe list of crew the names and de- 


| scription of all persons thus shipped. 


Sec. 4. ind be it further enacted, That the twelfth clause 


| or section of the act entitled “ An act in addition to the 
| several acts regulating the shipment and discharge of sea- 


men, and the duties of consuls,’’ approved July 20th, 1840, 
be so amended as that all complaints in writing to the con 
sul as therein provided, that a vessel is unseaworthy, shall 
be signed by the first or the second and third officers, and a 
majority of the crew before the consul or commercial agent 
shall be authorized to notice such complaint, or proceed to 
appoint inspectors as therein provided. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. He made tkis motion, he 
said, in order that something like justice might be 
attained in the transaction of the business of the 
House. He found that every day bills were passed 
to a third reading, and were sent to the Senate for 


| its action, or, if from the Senate, became aj once 


the law of the land, and without delay or discus- 
sion. 

Yet bills on the calendar of the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, prepared 
with great labor, involving heavy interests of both 
General and State governments, and whole classes 
of the people—bills to which no one would object, 
if they knew aught about them, or could or would 
hear them—were not touched at all. 


approved February 28, 1803, reported by || 





| 





| general bills to this calendar. 


| perhaps, to make character at home. 
| objected—and to the country seemed, as they are 
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He called the attention of the House, in the 
most peremptory manner, to the fact and the out- 
rage, that bills were going through every day, 
whilst other bills, of equal or greater utiluy, and 
which had been pressed with far greater ene rey 
and activity, and all the zeal of men on this floor, 
striving and struggling faithfslly to transact the 
business of their constituents, were entombed on 
the calendar of the’*Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. That calendar was never 
called. It had never been called for the last ten 
years. The oldest members of this House never 
knew the day when it was called. That calendar 
stood without day, It was the grave of the busi- 
ness of the House, and more particularly of the 
business of young and inexperienced members, as 
he had been in this Congress. 

He had attempted to remedy this evil. He had 
introduced a new rule; it was to set apart every 
Thursday to call this calendar, to resurrect the 
dead bills of this Congress—bills prepared for 
every quarter, class, and general interest existing 
in this Union. But the rule, though adopted at 
once for its justice and reason, is defeated, because 
the House will not respect it, now it is made. 

When this Congress met, committees were ap- 
pointed, their duties and labors assigned them, 
They went to work—labored day in and day out 
to mature, in the plenitude of wisdom, enactments 
whenever required by the public interest, and pre- 
sented them for the consideration of this House. 
These bills are now on this calendar; they are 





| entombed—dead; for, from the beginning to the 


end of the Congress of two years, this calendar is 
never called. 
It was an outrage upon the whole country, and 


upon the committees required to do a useless iabor, 


and upon all those members who diligently la- 
bored upon the business of the House and in 
behalf of the interests of their constituents, that 
this calendar should never be called. 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired of the Speaker if 
these remarks were in order? 

Mr. J. could not help it. He wished to remark 
upon the gross injustice under which he, with oth- 
ers, had suffered trom the beginning of this Con- 
gress, and he protested. It was now almost hope- 
less with him to get action on matters to him of 
the highest solicitude, and such was the fate of all 
young members; whilst the older and more expe- 


| rienced were permitted, from good nature, to smug- 
| gle through their matters silently, in violation of 


rules providing for the reference of all public and 
He had no hope, 
scarcely, of his bills. His condition was the same 
with a large majority of the House. From eight 
hundred to a thousand bills were in this fix. 

The SPEAKER called Mr. J. to order. 
debate was irrelevant. 

‘Mr. JOHNSON knew it would be objected to, 

Mr. GRINNELL objected, and called the gen- 
tleman to order. 

Mr. JOHNSON was sorry—would do anything 
to oblige the gentleman in the world—but must 
and would denounce the systematic injustice of the 
rules of the House and their method of enforce- 
ment, in regard to so many interests and so large 
a number of bills. He would not be turned aside 
from denouncing the practice of many membera 


The 


| who were always objecting to the passage of bills 


before this House; men who were as ignorant at 
the very moment of objecting, of all the provisions 
of the bills thus strangled, as an ass. It wasa 
shame. Gentlemen should know before they ob- 
jected; but, in ignorance themselves, they wished, 
Thus they 


always on the record objecting, as if they knew 


| more than all others, and something if notall about 


everything that came up for legislation. 

The SPEAKER called the gentleman to order 

Mr. JOHNSON said he thought he had a righ 
to debate the question of reference; and he gave 
notice that he would oppose in every way the pres- 
ent system; and he would move to lay on the table, 
and he would object, and he would move to refer 
to the same miserable calendar to entomb every 
bill that came up, except appropriation bills—so as 
to put all business of this House on an e ual foot- 
ing, until such time as this House should consent 
to take up the regular calendar, and do the busi- 
ness in its natural order. He would persevere in 
this. 

Mr. J. was again called to order. 
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"He begged pardon, but would now give notice 
that on Thursday, by the new rule, the calendar 
would come up, and that he would then move to 
z6 into committee upon It, and that he now pro- 
tested against the system pursued by gentlemen 
who objected, whilat they were wholly uninformed 
upon the subject-matter. 

After some conversation— 

Mr. GRINNELL moved the previous question; 
which was seconded. And the main question—being 
first on referring the bill to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union—was ordered to 
be now taken. 

The House refused to commit the bill. 

The amendment was adopted, and the bill was 
then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON objected to the third reading, 
but withdrew his objection, and the bill was then 
read a third time and passed. 

CHANGE OF COLLECTION DISTRICT. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the bil! to transfer the towns of Vinal Haven, 
North Hreven, and Islesboro’ from the collection 
district of Penobscot to that of Belfast, in the State 
of Maine, reported back from the Committee on 
Commerce by Mr. Grinnext, on the 23d of June, 
1348. 

‘The question pending being on committing the 
suid bill to the Committee.of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union— 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded, and the main question 
ordered, viz: Shall the bill be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union? and being put, it was not agreed to. 

‘The question recurred, Shall the bill be engrossed 
and read the third time? and being put, it was 
decided in the affirmative. 

The third reading of the bill at this time was 
objected to. 

Mr. SMART moved that the vote be recon- 
sidered by which the said bill was ordered to be 
engrossed, and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid upon the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 

PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill to grant preémption rights for certain islands 
in the Great Miami river, reported back by Mr. 
Coxivcamer, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
on the 23d June, 1848. 

The pending question being upon the engross- 
ment and third reading of the bill, and after debate 
by Messrs. JOHNSON, FICKLIN, and COL- 
LAMER— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that it be 
laid upon the table; which motion was not agreed 
to. 

Mr. JOHNSON then moved that the said bill 
be committed to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union; which motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. COLLAMER moved that the vote be re- 
considered by which the said bill was committed 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. COLLAMER moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded, and the main question 
ordered, viz: ** Will the House reconsider the vote 
by which the said bill was committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union ?”’ 

And being put, it was decided in the affirmative. 

‘The question recurred, ** Shall the bill be en- 
grossed and read a third time?” 

And being put, it was decided in the affirmative. 

The third reading of the bill at this time was 
objected to. 

Mr. HILLIARD moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union; which motion was not agreed 
to. 

SCHOOL LANDS IN MISSISSIPPI. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill granting a half section of land for the use of 
schools within the fractional township 19 south, of 
range 18 west, county of Lowndes, in the State of 
Mississippi, reported by Mr. Evans, of Maryland, 


from the Committee on Public Lands, on the 23d: 


of June, 1848. 

The question pending being upon the engross- 
ment and third reading of the bill— 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved the previous 


Seer 


question, which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion ordered, viz: Shall this bill be engrossed, and 
read a third time? And being put, it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

And being engrossed, the said bill was accord- 
ingly read the third time and passed, and sent to 
the Senate for concurrence. 


TREATIES OF EXTRADITION. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill giving full effect to treaties of extradition, 
reported by Mr. Joserpn R. Incersour, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, on the 23d of June, 
1848. - 

‘The question pending being on ordering the bill 
té be engrossed and read a third ime— 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved that the said 
bill be laid upon the table; which motion was 
agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dickens, the Secretary, stating the Senate 
had passed sundry bills. 


Mr HILLIARD moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The motion, by ayes 68, noes 82, was rejected. 

RETIRING LIST OF THE ARMY. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill of the House entitled **An act to increase 
the efficiency of the regiments and corps of the 
army, and to provide for disabled and infirm offi- 
cers,’’ which, on the 2d of July, 1848, had been 
referred to the Committee of the whole House on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. VINTON moved to lay the bill on the 
table; but withdrew at the request of 

Mr. BURT, who said he was very desirous that 
the bill should be passed. It would be remembered 
that during the last session, when there was a very 
great pressure of business upon the House, the 
House had done him the kindness, and perhaps 
the bill the justice, to take the bill from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
where it was not likely to be passed. He had 
then said, that as the House had been so civil, he 
would not press the passage of the bill, but would 
content himself with having it take its place where 
it now stood, 

He begged to say to the House that the officers 
of the army, with the Secretaries of War, for the 
last twelve years, had deemed this a bill of very 
great importance to the efficiency of the army of 
the United States. It sought, as the House would 
perceive by its terms, to create a retired list of the 
officers of thearmy. He had in his hand a report 
of the Adjutant General of the Army, which showed 
that a very large proportion of the colonels, lieu- 
tenant colonels, and the majors of the army of the 
United States, were, some by reason of their age, 
and others by reason of disability arising from 
wounds received from the service, incapable of 
commanding their regiments and battalions. The 
bill proposed that they should be placed upon a 
retired list, with the pay proper belonging to 
their rank, and that the next officers in command 
should succeed to their rank, without the emolu- 
ments belonging to the rank to which they suc- 
ceeded. It would be seen that the compensation 
thus provided for those officers who were proposed 
to be retired from the service of the army would 
afford them but a bare subsistence. He assured the 
House, upon a full and minute examination of this 
whole subject, that the charge upon the treasury 
of the United States would not be increased by this 
arrangement. The bill so arranged the allowances 
to these officers as to take from those who should 
be retired upon the list all but their pay proper. 
They would be cut off from very large allowances, 
in the form of longevity rations. 

It was known that there was a very large num- 
ber of these officers. He begged to refer upon this 
subject to information which had been communi- 
cated-to the House by the Adjutant General in 
1846, when the House were called upon to pass a 
law authorizing an additional major for each regi- 
ment of the army of the United States, which was 
allowed by Congress, and one additional major 
was added to each regiment. 

He read from the report of the Adjutant Gen- 
eral, showing that eight out of twelve of the field 
officers of artillery, and one-third of the field officers 


|| of infantry were in this condition, disabled from 
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| Mr. Poinsett was Secretary of War, had received 
| the favorable consideration of every Secretary of 


| War. 
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taking their commands by age, 

in the service, or otherwise. 
He wished this House at this moment wou] 

this bill. He wished at least that its merits Pees 

be considered by the Honse, and if i: eh, 


Or wounds receiveg 


) 
Should | 


found not to create an unnecessary Charge ur 7 
the treasury, if it should be found to contribut, c 
the efficiency of the army of the United Stare he 

“<8, DE 


trusted that every man who was in favor of o, 
omy and retrenchment, would come up and a 
his support to the bill. ”" 
He had nothing to say to this House of the o.) 
lant old officer who had been severely disabled 
who had lost his limbs or the energies of his life , 
the service of the country. He had nothine ae 4 
to the House, that such an officer as that sh... 
not be be turned loose upon the world, u 
for and penniless. If there was any man 
would turn him loose upon the world, le: him 
avow it. He (Mr. B.) was not one who wou 
do it. But if there was such a member of this 
House, he would say to him that he should no: 
oppose this bill. He trusted there was no may 
here who was not disposed to increase the efficiency 
of the army of the United States—of the regimens 
by taking from those regiments those who poy 
stood in the way of the promotion of junior officers 
of merit, and placing at the heads of regiments o, 


at should 
nprovided 
here who 


| battalions, men who were capable of performing 
| the duties of those commands. i 


He wished {| 


nis 


House would pass the bill whicn had been reported 


| by the Committee on Military Affairs. 


He begged to repeat that the bill, since the time 
It was most earnestly urged by General 


Scott, than whom no man was more fitted to judge 
what was necessary for the efficiency of the army, 


| as he solemnly believed no man was more fitted to 


lead a gallant army than that distinguished officer. 
The officers of the army had all borne their testi- 
mony to the indispensableness to the service of 
the army of such a bill as this. It was a bill pre- 
pared by the officers of the army, under the appro- 
bation of the Secretary of War, and he trusted 


| this House would not consider it a novel measure 


of the committee; it had been matured by the 


| heads of the army themselves; it had been sanc- 
| tioned by them all; it had repeatedly been urged 


upon the consideration of Congress; and he wished 
at this moment—a moment when it might be done 


| so conveniently and so usefully to the country—it 
| would be taken up and passed. 


Mr. TOOMBS asked for the reading of the Lill; 
which was read. 

Mr. TOOMBS was opposed to the bill, and de- 
sired briefly to state the reasons which brougit 
his mind to that conclusion. The effect of the bill 
would be to increase the expenses of the army 
unnecessarily. This the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Burr] had admitted. 

Mr. BURT interrupted, and desired to ask the 
gentleman whether he had seen the report of Gen- 
eral Scott which bears directly upon this point? 
He knew that his friend would not be willing 
shut out valuable information when he could get 
it. The whole amount of additional expenses av- 
thorized by the bill, according to his understand- 
ing and recollection, amounted only to the small 
sum of one hundred and eighty dollars. 

Mr. TOOMBS proceeded. He understood that 
this was a bill authorizing a list of retiring officers, 
to be made up of those who have become incape- 
ble of the duties of the service, and these officers 
were to retire upon pay, but without rations. The 
places of these retired officers were to be filled by 
those who were to receive pay and rations. Those 
next in rank were to fill.the places of the retired 
officers. He would state the objections which he 
had to the bill. Under our military system, ever 
since the adoption of the present peace establish 
ment, there was a law by the operation of which 
all the officers were retained in the service, 80 that 
the army should at all times be completely off- 
cered, while the army itself was to be only a mere 
skeleton. The proportion of officers to the men 
was now much greater than the service required. 
The gentleman had said that he wanted to add 
greater efficiency to the field officers. But the ser- 
vice did not need more efficiency in the field for 
our small army of six thousand men. There was 
scarcely a single regiment of the army kept (0 
gether. They were all distributed in small detach- 
ments, having charge of the various military pos 
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of the country; and he repeated, that there was no | 

{ for increasing the elliciency of the field ser- 
or He would let the field officers all stay where 
: oad were, and allow all the old officers to enjoy 
their emoluments. As to the opinion of General 
Sot, (he said,) 1t was known to be to the interest 
of every officer of the Government, that the par- 
cular branch of the public service to which he 
yelongs should be extended and enlarged. He 
wat constrained, therefore, to place very little reli- 
ance upon the judgment of even such a man as 
General Scott upon the question involved in this 
yi). At all our military posts, and upon all our 
indian lines, there were needed no more men tha 
were absolutely necessary to take care of the vari- 
gus stations. He would be willing to dispense 
wih all the military force of the country not re- 
quired for this purpose—opposed, as he was, and 
ever had been, to keeping up an expensive mili- 
tary estavlishment In lime of peace. A very large 
number of the younger officers of the army ob- 
ined promotion in the war with Mexico. Many 
who went into that war as captains and lieutenants 
came out of it as field officers. 

He admitted that there were old men in the 
army who were incapable of service; but they 
ought to be continued im the service, in order that 
they might be suitably taken care of. He would 
have the younger members of the army to wait, 
till, in the order of nature, the older ones might 
make way for their promotion. 

Mr. BURT said seme of them had already waited 
til] they were fifty years of age. ° 

Mr. TOOMBS. *That was the difficulty. 

Mr. BURT. Did you ever know a superan- | 
nuated officer or a Superannuated judge to die? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I know that ‘it is appointed 
to all men once to die.’’ I admit that the older | 
officers of the army do not die fast enough to suit 
the younger officers and satisfy their desires for , 
promotion. And in the community generally it 
very often happens that the old people do not get 
off the stage fast enough to suit the convenience of 
the juniors. 

He went on to show that, for a few years past 
the number of promotions amongst the army offi- 
cers had been much larger, in proportion to the 
time which he contemplated than ever before in 
the history of the Government. But there was 
not room enough for the ambition of the subordi- 
nate officers. ‘That was the difficulty. The same 
dificulty had already shown itself in the naval 
service, in a demand for a retired list of naval offi- 
cers. It would not be long before the same diffi- 
culty would spring up in the civil service; and he 
knew not why those who had spent their lives in 
the civil service of the country, had not equal 
claims upon the public munificence with thosewho 
bad been worn out in the militaty branch of the 
service. The passage of this bill would establish 
aprinciple; it would make an opening in our legis- 
lation which would admit of retiring lists from 
every branch of the public service, and result in a 
system that would be very expensive. 


When the army was filled up by the requisitions | 


for the war, the field service was found to be sufli- 
cient. Where, then, was the necessity of increas- 
ing the promotions now, so soon after many of our 
young men had won their promotions by the 
sword?) Why should we now, in order to form a 
retired list, make provision for promotions not re- 
quired by the service? 


Mr. BOWLIN also opposed the bill. It pro- 


ceeded upon the principle of increasing the army, | 
by increasing the strength of the officers only. The |, 


proposed retiring list was demanded by those who 


were interested in pushing the old officers from | 


their stools. 


This proposition to form a retiring list out of | 
the officers of the army, was a most unnecessary || 


extension of the pension list. It was based upon 


& principle borrowed from the corrupt governments | 


of other countries and other times, and which, if 
it were to be sanctioned here, would become a dis- 
grace to our institutions. 

But in the attempt to ingraft this principle upon 
the country, why was it that it had been deter- 
mined to commence with the army? The reason 


was, because the army had so recently won the | 
most imperishable laurels in the Mexican war; and | 


twas certainly a very difficult thing now for Con- 
gress to resist any application coming from the 
‘rmy. Nevertheless, it was their plain duty, as 
the representatives of the people, to resist this bill, 





| and so take care of the public purse. For if this 

bill was to be passed, applications would follow 
for an extension of the principle, and the next 
Congress might pension the navy; and then their 
successors would pension the civil list. Gentle 
men, when they came to act upon a proposition 
like this, should recolleet that the country had not 
yet paid the heavy expenses of the war. He 
had been informed that, under the operation of 
this bill, as large a proportionas eight out of twelve 
of all the field officers of the army would be retired 
on full monthly pay; and this would show what 
large classes of promotions and new appointments 
such a policy would involve. It would impose 
upon the service an additional number of officers, 
corresponding exactly to the number of oflicers 
retired. 

He trusted that the House was not going to pass 
this bill xs they would pass a mere private bill, 
involving only the consideration of a few dollars 
He trusted that it would be sent to the Committee 
of the Whole, where gentlemen of intelligence 
and research might examine it, and bring to light 
the corruptions of the system to which it be- 
longed. He warned the House against the adop- 
tion of that system. It was a most seductive and 
dangerous system—a system which, if we stepped 
once into it, we would be in it forever. 

Mr. BURT (interposing, and the floor being 
yielded) would like to say to the gentleman from 
Missouri, and to the House, that this bill had 
already slept for five years in Committee of the 
Whole. The gentleman was wholly mistaken in 
supposing that it had appeared only since the war 
with Mexico. It was originated long before the 
commencement of that war; and it was during the 
last session of Congress that the House discharged 
the Committee of the Whole from its further con- 
sideration. This was done, he believed, unani- 
mously; and at that time, when he was requested 
to call for the passage of the bill, he preferred not 
to urge its consideration. The bill had been in 
Committee of the Whole certainly long enough. 

Mr. BOWLIN resumed. He had not intended 
to convey the idea that the measure was entirely 
néw. What he intended to say was, that the 

| merits of the bill had not been investigated—had 
never received any discussion. He knew that it 
had been lying in committee, and had been per- 
mitted to sleep there a long time; and his fear 
was, that like the giant of the fable, it had been 
refreshed and strengthened by sleeping. And this 
apprehension was raised because the bill was 
brought forward ata peculiar period of time, when 
the army was most popular, and when it was dan- 
gerous for men to trust themselves in legislating 
upon applications in its favor. The present wasa 
time when inroads upon the treasury for the ben- 
efit of the army might be easily made. That was 
the idea which he had before intended to convey. 

But was it not strange, that this bill, which 
had been so long before the House, had never yet 
received any discussion? Why should a bill be 

_ kept out of sight, which involved a principle lead- 
ing to the expenditure of millions of the public 
| money? This was no new matter. This principle 
had grown up with the corruptions of all Govern- 


«| ments, as fast av they became old enough and cor- 


House was called upon to adopt this policy, that 
it should be discussed and understood, and that 
examples of its operation should be laid before 
|| Congress and the country. For this purpose he 
would have the bill again referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union; and 
then, after such mature consideration, no man 
} 


rupt enough to adopt it. He desired, before the 


would submit more readily than himself to the 
|| decision which might be thus obtained. But he 
did insist that the bill should not be passed with- 


|| ciple was carried beyund the army or not, it would 
| certainly devolve a very heavy burden upon the 
| treasury. But who could believe that it would 
stop there? Was not the navy as justly popular 
| as the army? It was only necessary to rete back 
|| to that glorious period of our national history, 
|, (the year 1814,) to see our navy crowned with the 
|| proudest laurels gained in a conflict with the first 
|| maritime Power of the world. He could tell gen- 
|| tlemen that the navy had as much right to a re- 
|| tiring list as the army, and that they would have 
|| it, if the principle should ever be adopted by Con- 
| gress. And then all our old civilians, who have 


| all their lives enjoyed the honors and emoluments 
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out any deliberation at all: for whether the prin- | 
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of office, and who have gained more without cap- 
ital than ninety-nine hundredths of our farmers 
ever derive from all their capital and tabor—all 
these old civilians would come forward and claim 
to be pensioned by the Government asa reuiring 
ely il list. 

He would resist the principle at the threshold. 
He would resist it now when the shape itassumed 
was the most seductive—when it was sought to be 
fixed upon us in behalf of the army, and because 
the army was popular, The principle could not 
be tolerated a moment, if it were sought to be ap- 
plied to the civilians of the country: there was not 
a manin the Hlouse that would not raise his voice 
against it. He was content with submitting these 
considerations, and should make no motion. 

Mr. DINON moved thé previous question, on 
which motion no quorum voted, 

Mr. McKAY moved that the bill be laid on the 
table, and asked the yeas and nays on that motion, 
which were ordered, and being taken, were—y eas 
127, nays 33. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. McKAY moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid on the table. 


No objection having been made, it was ordered 
accordingly. 


ee 


INVALID PENSIONS, 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill of the House, entitled “An act to authorize 
the payment of invalid pensions in certain cases,”’ 
which was reported by Mr. Funtron, from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, on the 7th of Au- 
gust, 1848. 

‘The question being on the engrossment of said 
| bill— i 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved the previous ques- 
tion; which, by ayes 75, noes 33, was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken, (which main question was on ordering the 
bill to be engrossed for a third reading.) 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, now raised the ques- 
tion of order that, on seconding the demand for 
the previous question, a quorum had not voted. 

The SPEAKER said, if insisted on, another 
count would be taken. 

Mr. JONES demanded another count. 

And the question having been again put, the 
| affirmative vote was 112, noes not counted, 

So there was a second. The main question was 

ordered, and, being taken, the bill was ordered to 
_ be engrossed for a third reading 
| Mr. WENTWORTH demanded the previous 
| question on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HAMMONS objected to the third reading 
of the bill, (not being engrossed.) : 

The SPEAKER put the question to the House, 
and the bill was ordered to a third reading now. 

Mr. COLLAMER called for the reading of the 
bill at length, and it was read. 

And the question being on its passage— 

Mr. HAMMONS stated some objections which 
he entertained to the provisions of the bill, as he 
understood thetr operation; and thought that it 
required maturer examination than gentlemen had 
given to it, 

Mr. KAUFMAN inquired of the Speaker wheth- 
er it would be in order to move a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the bill had been ordered to 
a third reading to-day. 

SPEAKER said it would not be in order. 
rder had been already executed. 

Mr. WHITE moved that the bill be laid on the 
table; which motion was not now entertained. 

Mr. FULTON briefly replied to Mr. Hammons, 
explaining the provisions of the bill, and contend- 
ing that the gentleman had been mistaken in his 
understanding of their effects. 

Some conversation followed between Messrs. 
COLLAMER and FULTON. 

Mr. WENTWORTH demanded the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the bill 
|, be laid on the table, and asked the yeas and nays, 
' which were refused. 
| _ And the question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
| Kaurman and Evans of Maryland,) and decided 
| in the affirmative—ayes 72, noes 53. 

' So the bill was laid on the table. 
MrJONES moved a reconsideration of the vote, 
| and that that motion be laid on the table. 

No objection having been made, it was ordered 
|| accordingly. 
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THE BLUE BOOK. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
joint resolution © for the distribution of the Official 
Register or Blue Book among the several States, 
which had been introduced by Mr. Cuarves 
Brown, onthe 18th of December, ]s48. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
Hananson, to wit: Strike out ‘* State libraries” in 
the fourth line, and insert * Secretary of State in 
the several States.” 

Mr. BROWN offered the following asan amend- 
ment to the resolution, in heu of the amendment 
which had been offered by Mr. Hararson: After 
‘¢ State libraries’? insert: “* and where there are no 
State libraries, to be deposited in the office of the 
Secretary of State,’’ and thereupon moved the pre- 
vious que suion, 

Mr. WILIITE moved to lay the said joint reso- 
lution on the table; which was not agreed to. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered, viz: Shall the said 
amendment to the amendment beagreed to? And 
being put, it was decided in the affirmative. 

‘The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, was 
accordingly read a third time and passed, and sent 
to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, moved that the 
vote by which the said resoluuon was passed be 
reconsidered, aud that that motion be laid on the 
table. 


COMMITTEE REPORT. 
Mr. HAMPTON, of New Jersey, from the 


Committee on Enrolled Bills, made a report. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved, ata quarter past three 
o’clock, p. m., that the House adjourn; which 
motuon was decided in the affirmatuive—yeas 92, 
nays 54. 


And the House accordingly adjourned until to- 
morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred: 


Ry Mr. THOMPSON, of Lowa: The memorial of sundry 
ciuzens of Jefferson ce unty, lowa, asking a donation of the 
unsold lands im that county, to aid them im the erection of 
buildings forthe useefthe branch of the State University at 
Fuiriield. 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of Jacob Lybarger and 
25 others, cluzens Of Richland county, Ohio, praying Con 
gress to pass a law preventing the Wansportation of the mail, 
the delivery of letters, &e., on thestirst day of the week, 

By Mr. MULLIN: The petition of Edward A. Sacketand 
Others, citizens of the county of Jefferson, New York, pray- 
ing the reduction of postage on letters to a uniform rate of 
two cents 

By Mr. BOYD: The petition of Marvill Hill. 

By Mr. RECHARDSON: The petition from a portion of 
the ciuzens of Brown county, Hlinois, tor a military eseort 


to aud from California, Also, the petition from a portion of 


the people of Pike county, upon the same subject. 

Ry Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Abell B. Berry, 
Clement Wright, and others, citizens of Summit county, 
Oow, for reducing letier postage to two cents, and pews- 
paper postage to one-half and one cent, aud for abolishing 
the franking privilege. * 

By Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts: The petition of Horace 
James and 232 others, inhabitants of Wrentham, in the State 
of Massachusetts, in behalf of cheap postage. Al<o, the 
petiiion of John Storrs and 24 others, inhabitants of Hollis- 
ton, in the same State, forthe same object. Also, the peti- 
tion of O. H. A. Dall and 23 others, inhabitants of the same 
Sue, for the same object. Also, the petition of E. H. Statter 
and 14 others, of the same State, tor the same object. Also, 
the petition of Edward C. Rogers and 43 others, of the same 
State, for the saine object. Also, the petition of B. B. Mus- 
sey and 65 others, of the same State, for the same ¢ > 

fy Mr. PALFREY: The petition of Eunice R. tom 
535 others, women of Massachusetts, praying ConW¥®ss to 
withdraw the protection of Government trom the American 
slave trade, to prevent the extension of slavery, and abolish 
it, Wherever Congress hav competent jurisdiction. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of citizens of Lafayette 
county, Missouri, praying for the establishment of a regular 
commercial communication between the valley of the Mis- 
sissippi and California, and that the emigrants by the over- 
land route be furnished with a military escort. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 21, 1849. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, presented a memo- 
rial from John Whitesides, asking the payment of 
a certain post office draft; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for the 
consirucuon of piers and harbors on the Delaware 
river and bay; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, asking for amendments in 


~ SS 


the Patent Office laws; which was referred to the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. HALE presented the proceedings of the New 
Garden Monthly Religious Meeting of Friends, in 
Chester county, Pennsylvania; and also the memo- 
rial of the Sadsbury Meeting of Friends of Chester 
county, Pennsylvania; praying for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and against the extension of slavery to the 
ntwly-acquired territories; the question of the re- 
cepuion of which was raised and laid on the table. 

Mr. HLALE presented the petition of a number 
of ciuzens of Massachusetts, praying that portions 
of the public lands may be given to actual settlers, 
fiee of charge; which was referred to the Commut- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. YULEE presented a petition from 476 citi- 
zens of Manatee, in the State *of Florida, asking 
for the establishment of a post office, and of a post- 
route from Manatee to ‘Tampa; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
Senate, passed on the 13th instant, authorizing the 
Commissi ner of the Land Office to purchase five 
hundred copies of ‘* White’s new Recopilacion,”’ 
reported a joint resolution respecting the procure- 
ment and publication of authenuc information as 
to the laws of the territories recently acquired from 
Mexico; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. DOWNS moved that the Senate now con- 
sider this joint resolution. , 

Mr. YULEE objected. The motion, therefore, 
could not be entertained under the rule. 


Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the joint resolution 
from the House of Representatives authorizing 
the Secretary of State to increase the number of 
copies of the Laws of Congress annually distrib- 
uted to the several States and ‘Territories, reported 
back the same without amendment, with a recom- 
mendauon that it do pass. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiam, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
following House bills: 

An act for the relief of Sylvanus Blodget; 

An act for the relief of Susannah Prenuss; 

An act for the relief of Hannah Kenney, widow 
of Amos Kenney, late of the State of New York; 

An act for the relief of David Murphy; 

An act for the relief of Philip Miller; 

An act for the relief of Warren Raymond; 

An act for the relief of Eve Bogys; 

An act for the relief of James France; 

An act for the relief of Levi M. Roberts; 

An act for the relief of Camfield Averill; 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth 8. Cobbs, 

Au act tor the relief of Peter Myers; 

An actfor the relief of Hector Perkins; 

An act for the relief of Aaron Statiord; 

teported back the same without amendment, and 
recommended their passage. 

Also, trou, the same committee, to whom was 
referred the following House bills: 

An act for the relief of Gardner Herring; 

An act for the relief of Wjiliam blake; 
Reported back the same without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that they do not pass. 

Mr. J., from the same commutiee, to whom was 
referred the peution of Robert M. Martin, made a 
written report, accompanied by a bill for his reiiet; 
which was read and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the peution of 
Alexander McKee and Johnson Price, made a 
written report, accompanied by a bill for their 
relief; which was read and passed to a second 
reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the petition of Nathaniel Lewis, asking 
payment of a claim due him for supplies furnished 
a company of ‘Texas rangers, made an adverse 
report in writing on the same; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. DLX, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to whom was referred the bill to continue the light 
at Sands’ Point} Long Island Sound, reported the 
same without amendment. : 

On motion ot Mr. DLX, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of the same, as in Committee 
of the Whole; and no amendment having been 








Feb 
——— : 21, 
| offered, the bill was ordered to be engrosse 
third reading, and was subsequently read 
time, by unanimous consent, and passed 
RESOLUTIONS, 

Mr. WESTCOTT submitted the following re 
olution: cae 
Reso!ved, That the Secretary of State be directed to res 
to the Senate the circumstances within his knowledat 
tending the appointment of Leonard D. Gale as Ex  & 


in the Patent Office, with copies of all papers in his an 
3 Office 
relating thereto. HH 





d for a 
a Uhird 


|__In_ submitting the foregoing resolution Mr 
_WESTCOTT said: I present this resolutior : 
order that the gentleman named in it (Prof 
, Gale) may be done justice. The public ne 
pers had contained charges and imputations against 
| the Commissioner of Patents as to that selection 
| They had been referred to ina memorial or ind = 
uments laid, before Congress at this session and 
used on the authority ofa respectable name, These 
papers had done Mr. Gale and the Commissioner 
of Patents injustice; they had occasioned prejudice 
and created distrust with some. It is important 
that full confidence should be entertained in the 
| Patent Office and its officers. I am Satisfied, from 
my examination of the matter, that the answer to 
this resolution will show that the imputations are 
| totally unfounded, and the object is to afford such 
| opportunity and to have the evidence on record, 
The resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON submitted the following resoly. 
, tion; which was considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to fy. 
{ nish to the Senate a copy of the official journal of the mareh 
| of Lieutenant Colouel Vhilip St. George Cooke from Santa 
Fé, in New Mexico, to San Diego, tn Upper Caliioria, 
which was communicated to that department by Brigadier 
General Stephen W. Kearny, deceased. 
BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 


A joint resolution from the House, authorizing 

| the distribution of the American Archives, under 

the direction of the Joint Committee on the Libra- 

ry, to literary institutions in th® several States and 

te rritories, was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Library. 

A joint resolution from the House, for the dis- 
tribution of the Official Register, or Blue Book, 
_among the several States, was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on the 

Library. 

An act to establish an additional land office in 

| the State of Missouri was read a first and second 
time. 

| On motion of Mr. BREESE, the Senate consid- 
ered this bill; which was read a third time and 
passed. 

An act to repeal the fifth, sixth, and seventh 

clauses of the first section of the ‘*Act in addition 
' to the several acts regulating the shipment and dis- 
charge of seamen, and the duty of consuls,” ap- 
proved July 20, 1840; and also to amend the “Act 
supplementary to the ‘Act concerning consuls and 
vice consuls, and for the further protection of 
American seamen,’”’ approved February 28, 1803, 
_ was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 
An act granting a half section of land for the use 
of schools, within fractional township nineteen 
| south, of range eighteen west, county of Lowndes, 
State of Mississippi, was read a first and second 
‘time, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. : 
| An act for the relief of Jacob Zimmerman; and 

An act for the relief of Major Charles Larrabee; 
_ were read a first and second time, and referred to 
| the Committee on Pensions. 


MINESOTA LAND OFFICE. 


Mr. BREESE moved, at the request of the Del- 
_egate from Minesota, to take up the bill to change 
| the location of the land office in the Chippewa laad 

district. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was con- 
| sidered as in Commitiee of the Whole. 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the bill by 


| adding the following as additional sections: 


| See. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the saleof the 
public lands in the Territory of Wisconsin, an additional lar 
office and land district is hereby created, comprising all “4 

| lands not include@within the districts of lund subject —_ 

"at Green Bay, Milwaukie, or Mineral Point, which shail 

| called the western land district. : be 

| Sec. 3. and be it further enacted, That the President | 

| and is hereby authorized to appoint, by and with the advice 

| and consent of the Senate, a register and a receiver of “ 

public moneys for the said district, who shall respectively : 

‘\ required to reside at the site of said office, and who shail bav 
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en 


powers, perform the same duties, and be entitled || 


ra pe sume j | with other business of more immediate importance, | and nays on the amendment to the amendment 
ye same compensation as are or may be preseribed by || and hence he moved to lay the pending i they w lered 
ind a re lation to other land officers of the United States. p y ” I "= ns Rewen 68 =" they een 
wy. wind be it further enacted, ‘That the President is the table. — The question was then taken, and decided as 
guorized to cause the public ae sa the said en, with | The motion was agreed to. follows: . . 
Patel of sections numbered sixteen th each town, | ‘ : reas - . . , 
> He ee or pre of schools, ps yer wher lends ~A ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. oa Tt Cao icct 
a selected by law in lieu thereof, and of such other 
m 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill NAY S—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Baldwin, Benton, 


- acts as he may select for military or other purpoves, to be |) making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic , Berrien, Bradbury, Breese, Butler, Calboun, Clarke, Corwin, 
at “sed to sale in the sane manner and upon the same terms ao he U * “ee Davis of Misstssippi, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Feleh, Fitz- 
her ; geonditions as the other public lands of the United States. | S€tvice of the snited States for the year ending gerald, Fitzpatrick, Foote, Greene, Hamlin, Houston, Hun- 
= ek vind be it further enacted, That the President Is | 30th June, 1850. ter, Johnson ot Georgi, King, Mangum, Mason, Milter, 
perevy ee d a a Sara se = Mr. WALKER having moved to amend the Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Under 
‘aoe shall be established, and to remove the same to any . ial rg wood, Upham, Waiker, Westcott, and Yulee—39. 
. caner pa e within said district whenever in his opinion it bill by adding the following: a — ‘ ome 4 
In = be deemed expedient. Sec —. And he it further enacted, Tit the Constitution | , °° the amendment to the amendment was re- 
or me? : KER. i f hi 1 ' of the United States and all and singular the several acts ol jected, 
ie Mr. WALKER, in support of his amendment, — Congress respecting the registering, recording, enrolling, oF Mr. FOOTE moved to amend the amendment 
a stated the necessity of a land office and land district leensing ships or ve ssels, and the entry aud Clearance there- | of Mr. WaLkER by substituting the words ‘or 
‘ eee s ) e public lands. fo ol, and the foreign and coasting ade and fisheries, and all > _ ot 
Wisconsin for the sale of the public lands, for he ae ad i 
- ea benefit of the General and the State | M¢ 8¢! respecting the impo-ing and collecting of duues on the survey or sale thereof, and all and singular the 
0. the mutual enen 0 se nera 20 - te e| linports, and all acts respecting Wade and intercotrse with other acts of Congress of a pubhe and gene ral 
nd Governments. Lo the removal of the land office | the Indian tribes, and all acts respecting the public lauds, | character, and the provisions whereof are suitable 
vA " Minesota, which was proposed by this bill, he ot a public and general Cliaracter, aud the provisions Whereot and proper to be applied to,” for the words * of a 
9s irreconcilably opposed, unless a new land dis- 8 Suitable aud proper to be applied to the terriiory West oF ; 
er was Irree Tne alee i be ted in Wisc "the Rio del Norte, aequired irom Mexico by the weaty of he | PUblic and general character, and the provisions 
ce trictand land office should be created in Wisconsin; second day of February, eighteen hundred and torty-eigut, Wwhereof are suitable and proper to be applied.”’ 
nt and this his amendment would accomplish. be, and the same are hereby, extended over and give tall Mr. WALKER accept d the modifie ‘lion, 80 
1 RSE fay force ¢ itlicacy ali said Territory; ¢ » President . ’ 
he Mr. BREESE did not doubt that a favorable poh nba oh a ced ten . sw oe ne that his amendment now reads as follows: 
im, report could be obtained from the appropriate COM=- || sere and establish all proper and necdful rules and regu- Sec. —, ind be it further enucted, That the Constitution ; 
to mittee during the residue of the present session, on | tations (in conformity with the Constitution of the United — of the United Suites and all and singular the several acts of 
ire the proposition of the Senator from Wisconsin, | States) tor the entorcewent of sad laws in sad Lerntory, Ougress respecting tie age ring, recording, enrothng, oF 
, nenceaicaa } ro i : . : aud tor the preservation of order aud trauquillity, and the icetisitg ships Or Vessels, and the entry and clearanee 
ch and he entreated him to make it an inde pendent establishment of justice therein, and from time to time to thereof, and the foreign aud coasting trade and fisheries, 
measure, and not thereby embarrass the bill before modify or change the said rales and regulations in such and all the acts respecting the imposing and collecting of 
the Senate. manner as may seem to bim discreet and proper, and may duties ou imports, and all acts respeetng trade and inter- 
Mr. WALKER persisted in his amendment; | prescribe andwstabli-h, temporarily, such divisions, districts, | Course With the fndian tribes, ana all acts respecting the 
Us ee he greed to ? | ports, offices, and arrangements proper ior he execution ot public lands, or the survey on sale thercor, and ail aud sin- 
which was then agreed lo. . said laws, and appoint and commission such officers as may | SWlar the other acts of Congress of a public and general 
‘ur Mr. BU (LER said the amendment was of a be necessary to administer such laws in said Terntory, tor | Character, and the provisions wiereol are suttable and proper 
teh very Important character, and yet the Senate had | such term or terms as he may prescribe, whose authority || to be ee the _ Hritory West ofthe Rie del Norte, ac- 
a nte ; - i j Pan i shail continue until otberwise provided by Congress; said | quired from Mexico by the teaty of the second day ot Feb- 
in eee a z i apriae amano. Officers to receive such compensation as te President may | Tuary, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, be, and the same 
? Uf this he co é : - | prescribe, not exceeding double the compensation hereto are hereby, extended over and given tall force and efficacy 
Het Mr. DODGE of lowa, Mr. JON ES, and Mr. | tore paid to similar officers of the United Stites, or its ‘Ter- in all said territory; and the President of the United states 
DOUGLAS each made a few remarks, urging the |, ritories, for like services; and, io enable tie same to be and he oe eee prescribe and establish 
PR Fea hich _ i . ‘an. wag , done, the sum of two bundred thousand doliars be appro- | a! proper and necdial rules and reguiations (in contormaty 
passant of the bill, which, Aa their opinion, —_ priated, out of any money in the treasury wot ollerwise ap- with the Constitution of the United States) tor the entoree- 
ng required by the new Territory of Minesota. propriated— : , , mentof said laws in said Territory, and tor the preservation 
ler Mr. YULEE said he had yet to learn that we Mr. BELL ilitiedin niall vine ah ee of order and tranquilfity, and the ¢=tablishiment of justice 
rae had such a territory as that of Minesota: nor had f. moved to amend this amendment y therein, and from tine to lime to modity or change the said 
nd vad ; - 7 5 these wenld bere - = teres | striking out of it all those parts ot the amendment rules and regulations in such manner as may seem to him 
: f y ass x S P. é o o “2 ° y "ree - . . . » + > } 
a he any ‘slinhed th ° d a ee are oe of the Senator from Wisconsin which are incon- a eee re r, ond ony prescribe es ere tem 
sty she 2 res sess " . » < ain x 8. s "Is, 3,0 ‘ea, i q 4 aa 
tory CeSHenes Sate Carre prenems ™ sistent with the provisions of that which he was | POTATHy, such divi he rere 1a tet ada daa 
After a few words of explanauon, in. which | b : i lilies tion toll et ments proper for the execubon of said liws, and appoint 
is. Messrs DO'IGLAS and WALKER took part about to submit, and adding the tollowing: and commission such officers as may be necessary to admis - 
SSts. ve 4 ’ > Pd yy : . awe 5 TT. . 
, : Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That Congress doth con ister such laws in said Territory, for such term or terae 
Ik, the bill was reported to the Senate, the amendment . wt 1} ae he saeil 
; seut that all that portion of the territory of the United States |) a8 he may prescribe, Whose authority shail cofunue unul 
eC was concurred in, the bill was ordered to be en- || acquired by the weaty of peace, tuend-lip, and limits, and || Otherwise provided by Congress; said officers to receive 
he grossed for a third reading, and was read a third |; setdement with the Republic of Mexico, coucluded the 2d || S¥ch compensation as the Pre-ident may preseribe, not ex. 
ume and passed of February, 1848, which lies west of We Rio del Norte, and | ceeding double the compensation he retoiore paid ty eiini- 
in var || a line running due north from the head-waters of the said || lar officers of the United States or its Territories, tor like 
TRIALS OF ISSUES. |) river until it strikes the forty-second parailel of north lati- | Services; andyto enable the same to be done, the sum of 
nd m . tude, shall form one State, wy be known and designated by | (Wo hundred thousand dollars be appropriated out of any 
Mr. DOWNS moved to postpone the prior or- || the name and style of “the Stue of California,” and the inoney in the treasury not otherwise appropriate d, 
id- ders, and that the Senate proceed to the consider- |) same, on the first day of October next, shall be received and Mr. YULEE moved an adjournme nt; but at the 
nd ation of the bill to regulate appeals from the trial pn na phe thar ee and enure member of he | solicitation of Senators he withdrew his motion. 
f eenen } me i 2 SH é a. } : ’ py . 
oe the District of Columbia. . Sec. —. wind be it further enacted, ‘That the United States Mr. FOOTE thought the Senate had better come 
ith Mr. BADGER called the attention of the chair- reserve to themselves ali right of property in the unappro | to a vote upon the amendment immediately. 
: : ; b ; 
on man of the Committee on Finance to this motion, eng — _ oe m oe oye Mr. WESTCOTT said that there were many 
TH : : ; ic , » Union asa State é prece secuon ¢ 8 . . 
ise with the intimation that it was a bill which would || Mt He Union asa state byt eee ee eee at. || Senators who did not like the phraseology of the 
7. dtl fi ould. obetr bill, free from all taxes and assessments of every kind by : 
ip occupy Some time, and therefore would Obstruct || said State, and also the power of disposing of the same,and | amendment as it now stood, and who desired that 
Let the passage of the general appropriation bill. He | of adjusting all claims and utle to bands derived under any it might be changed so as to relieve the amend- 
nd certainly could not let it pass without the expres- ee ene Saiaainaaan or ee ment from all objections and enable them to vote 
2 ‘ > « Be 5 280 COn- . " e 
of sion of his views upon its merits, | stewed ¢ aml he rights re he | for it. For himself, he would say that he enter- 
13 Mr. ATHERTON called for the orders of the strued as to limit and impair the rights and powers hereby os ’ i ‘ete 
Mir. Pi, rve »U od State any ig "i woey ; a 
’ reserved to the United Stites in any manner whatsoever. tained no objection to the amendmentin Ms present 
}} 2 é oo, » "Mihas « Z 
to day, 4 . 1} Sec. —. “ind be it further enacted, Phat there shall be form, but was prepared to vote for it. Sut, in 
Mr. HALE thought the bill mentioned by the | + gerne t aes = ao ae for es — order to give Senators an opportunity to change 
. : : || distriets ; the marstials shall perform the same duties, be : : 
se Senator from Louisiana was of so much importance | subject to the same reguiaiions and penalties, and be ent- || the phraseology of the amendment, und, as he be- 
ell as to be entitled to immediate consideration. It || ted to the same fees as are provided and prescribed by the | lieved to secure its passage, he would move that 
8, came to them with the recommendation of the Ju- | anaes of other dhesicts, and os . apo pee be enutled || the Senate adjourn. 
sa ’ : . ; | : suin Of $200, as acompensation for all extra services; |! SATE . -» 
nd di lary Committee, and for several months during aa the distries mtinsnage, ic addition to their sated fees as || Mr. FOOTE hoped that the Senator from Flor- 
- - 2} i ? ’ ae ; ‘ 4c 
lic the last session attempts were made to get itup, now preseribed by law to other district attorneys, shail be | ida would withdraw his motion. To-morrow was 
which were fruitless even to the end of the session. || paid $2.0. at a private bill day, and if the question was not now 
a FRE He deemed i time that it should be taken up, for | ee en ar ea ad apvononmeatana || Ue, the bill Would have to lie over until Friday. 
ps ; ' ; ; P os B sensus i i , : . ‘ 
e the people of this District were deprived of rights be entitled to two Represeutatives in the Congress ot the |, AlPthe Senators had considered the matter; every 
to in the trial of issues by jury which were enjoyed || United States. child of the age of twelve years had considered it; 
, ! : S a hl Ve . . . - 
elsewhere. Suitors were now dependent on the | Sec. —. wind be it further —— a the oe oe it was a plain proposition, and required no further 
arbitrary exercise of judicial power. ernor of California, sv soon as he sha e provi ed witha consideration. He trusted, therefore, that the Sen- 
Mr. TURNEY i d. Thi || .copy of this act, to the end that the peuple may have ao “aot ’ : 
el. — - merposen. IS was @ Mere |//o Lortunity of establishing tor themselves aconstitution and || ator would not insist upon his motion, F 
ve Motion to postpone the prior orders for the purpose | republican form of government tor said State prior to he Mr. WESTCOT'’F said he was perfectly satisfied 
nd of taking up a bill, and therefore debate upon its H oe of a Se oe Cee era to a that if the amendment was pressed to a vote now, 
7 ; t | “oO 5 WV e limits ¢ rope . : 
an HALE di nae . . di State into eaemiaens dimtricts fur the stention po} were it would be rejected. Fe would adhere, therefore, 
Mr. HALE disclaimed any intention to discuss : 
ine 


: : 2 : to a convention for the purpose of forming a Siate coustitu- || tO his motion to adjourn. 

ig merits; his sole design being to call the attention | tion, and shall designate the time and piace for holding the Mr. ATHERTON appealed to the Senator from 

of the Senate to the fact that the suitors in this Dis- || election = each my a oe we ees to aaa the | Florida to withdraw his motion. To-morrow was 
; 3 . 1 . ; j sane, anc presert re the mode of making the returns Where- | “Sd . ‘ . . . 

am eo a the ro trial by jury : — of, and shall apportion the delegates, fifty in all, among the | Private bill day, and if the civil a Seats 

ga whie ' ae a y auih e e Sits a several districis as near as may be, according to the number || appropriation bill was not ag of to-night, it 
press the hope that the bilk wou passed, 


of legal voters in each ; and he shall also designate the time || would be thrown over till Fri ay: 
that that right might be given to them. | and place for the assembling of said convention. Every 


| ‘The question was then taken on the motion to 
TTT | white male inhabitant of said Territory, being an actual | ; 4q ‘ 
— BUTLER was understood to say that the || resident of the proposed State, and having attained the age — and it was not agreed to. 

. _ eounenny proper, and that it had been | of twenty-one yeais, shall be entitled to vote in said elec- “he question recurring on eae the 
caved for by the bar of the District. tiun. | yeas and nays were called for and ordered. 

Mr. DICKINSON deprecated a discussion ona | Mr. BELL resumed his remarks, and continued Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, if the yeas and 
motton which related merely to the priority of to occupy the floor until half-past three o’clock. —_ nays are to be taken on this amendment, it is cer- 
“4 business. Though favorably disposed .towards Mr. BERRIEN replied; when | tainly proper that we should give it a more careful 

i 


this bill, he thought their time could be occupied ii Mr. JOHNSON , of Georgia, asked for the yeas | consideration than Benaters have yet had an oppor- 


~~ 
“= 


Zeax Ss5a8 











ist 


6 NST Ey Sin lege ed 


> 





574 


tunity of bestowing upon it, It embraces, to a 
certain extent, my ideas of what we ought to do 
for California at this session of Congress. I concur 
in the general idea preseyted in this amendment, 
but whether it will carry out in detail the purpose 
for which it was designe d, I may have some doubt. 
There was a section upon the statute book giving 
to the President the power to govern Florida for 
a limited time, and Florida was governed under a 
provision providing for a temporary government 
in this way. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, (interposing.) And Louisi- 
ana, too. 

Mr. DAYTON. Yes, Louisiana also. And I 
doubt very much, as that precedent has been set, 
whether it would not be better to take that, in so 
many words, from the statute book, and adopt it 
as a means for governing this territory. At all 
events, if we are to attach anything of this kind 
to this bill, | would prefer something for which 
we have precedent, I dislike this leap in the dark. 
I move, therefore, that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to—22 voting in the 
affirmative, and 19 in the negative. 


‘The Senate thereupon adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 21, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. and approved. 
On motion of Mr McCLELLAND, by unan- 
imous consent: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of contunuing the general 


index to the documents of the House, trom the end of the 
2th Congress to the end of the present session. 


Mr. TALLMADGE, by unanimous consent, 
offered the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy report to this 
House the amount of money now dtte or retained hy the 
Governuient, ansing from unclaimed wages trom seamen 
that have deserted trom the navy, and also from seamen 
that have died, leaving balances of wages, monvy or cflects, 
that are unclaimed, and the names, former residences, and 
times of death or desertion of such seamen. 


Mr. COLLINS, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of 
the State of New York, relating to the erection of 
a monument to the memory of General Nicholas 
Herkimer; which were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. TURNER, Mr. EVANS of Maryland, and 

other gentlemen, called for the orders of the day. 
MILEAGE. 

The SPEAKER announced the bill reported 
yesterday by Mr. McKay, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, to be the first business in 
order; being a bill to regulate the mileage of mem- 
bers and delegates to Congress, and for other pur- 
poses. The bill is as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House shall, 
at the commencement Of each session of Congress, obtain 
from each member and delegate the name of the post office 
nearest his residence, and shall then, with the aid of the pre- 
siding officer, ascertain and fix the distance of the said post 
ollice from the seat of the General Government, computed 
aceording to the shortest mail route; adding to, or subiract- 
ing from Ubat distance, as the case may be, the distance from 
the said post office to the residence of the member or dele- 
gate; upon which statement the nuleage of each member 
aud delegate shall be computed and setued: Provided, That 
they shall notalter the maximum of mileage now allowed 
to the delegate from the Territory of Oregon. ¢ 

See. 2. Be it further enacted, That hereafter no member 
or dejegate shall be allowed mileage for attending any extra 
session of Congress, or of either House thereot, unless he 
shall have actually traveled the distance charged; it being 
the purpose of this section to prohibit compensauon for con- 
structive journeys. 

Sec. J. Be it further enacted, That on the final settlement 
of the account of each member or delegate, he shall subjoin, 
at the close of lis account, a certificate that he has deducted 
from it all and each of the entire days on which he may have 
been absent from his seat, in the House of which he isa 
member, and when it Was in session, excepling, however, 
those days when his absence may lave been occasioned by 
sickness, or by the order of the House on public business, 
or may have been with the leave of the House; in which 
latter case he shall be allowed only four dollars per day 
during such absence, 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That hereafter it shall not be 
Jaw!ul for any officer of either House of Congress, or other 
person, by virtue of any order, resolution, or other proceed- 
tng of ettiier of said [Louses, to purchase or contract, or agree 
for the purchase of, any books for distribution among the 
members therear, until an appropriation shall have been 
regulacdy made for that specific purpose. 

Bec. & Be it further enacted, That no part of the appro- 
priations which may be made for the contingent expenses of 
either Wouse of Congress shall be applied to any other than |, 
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the ordinary expenditures of the Senate and House respect- | 


ively; nor shall it be lawful to expend any part of said ap- 
propriation, by virtue of any order, resolution, or other pro- 
ceeding of either House, in extra compensation or allowance 
lo any secretary, clerk, messenger, Or attendant of the said 
two Houses, or either of them. 

Sec. 6. be it further enacted, That hereafter the mileage 
Which may be allowed to otlicers or other persons in the 
military, naval, or civil service, shall be computed and set- 
tled according to the shortestynail route. 


To this Mr. McKay had reported, from the | 
Committee of Ways and Means, the following | 
amendment: 

In the first section and sixth line, between the words 
“shortest”? aud * inail,’? insert the word * continuous’’—so 
that it would read “shortest continuous mail route.’? 

Mr. McKAY was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said, he would move the 
previous question, if the gentleman from North 
Carolina would give way. 


Mr. McKAY said, he was yesterday, when he | 
was interrupted by the gentleman from Massachu- | 


setts [Mr. Asumun] with a motion to proceed to 
busmess on the Speaker’s table, endeavoring to 
explain the provisions of the bill; but as it was all 
simple and easily understood by the reading, he 
would waive his right to the floor, and ask the pre- 
vious quesuon. 

Mr. ROCK WELL, of Connecticut, inquired if 
it was in order to move that the bill be postponed 
for a few days, in order that it might be printed 


for the examination of members, and lie on the | 


Speaker’s table? 

‘The SPEAKER. Not while the previous ques- 
tion is pending. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. I move, then, to lay the 
bill on the table. 

Mr. McK AY asked the yeas and nays; which 
having been ordered— 

Mr. ROCKWELL withdrew his motion, in 
order (he said) to save the time of the House. 

‘The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered. 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked for the reading of the 
bill and amendments; which were read. 

Mr. McKAY stated (before the vote was taken) 
that he was instructed by the Committee of Ways 
and Means to report a separate bill for the third 
section. 

‘The question was then put on agreeing to the 
said first amendment, and it was decided in the 
aflirmative. 


The second amendment was read, viz: ** Strike | 


out the third section of the bill.’’ 


And the question being put on agreeing thereto, 
it was decided in the negauve—yeas 5}, nays 112— 
as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Barrow, Beale, Bedinger, Boy- | 


den, Brady, Brodhead, Cauby, Chapman, Howeil Cobo, 
Cranston, Dixon, Vuer, Eckert, Nathan Evans, Faran, 
Fisher, Fiournoy, Freediey, Gayle, Hale, George 3. Hous- 
ton, Hubbard, Liudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, James HH, dotin- 
son, George W. Jones, Ligon, Maclay, Melivaine, Me- 


Kay, McQueen, Horace Mann, Pendleton, Polloek, Rheu, | 


Juhus Rockwell, Siingerland, Starkweather, Strolim, Song, 
Tallmadge, Vaylor, ‘Thibodeaux, Richard W. Thompson, 
Robert A. ‘Thompson, ‘Thurston, Toombs, Van Dyke, Ven- 
able, and Vinton—ol. ° 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Birdsall, 
Blackmar, Bowdon, Boyd, Bridges, Charlies Beown, Buck- 


ner, Burt, Catheart, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, | 


Clingman, Williamson KR. W. Cobb, Cocke, Collamer, Col- 
line, Conger, Crozier, Cummins, Dickey, Garnett Duncan, 
Dann, Edwards, Enibree, Farrelly, Featherston, Ficklin, 


French, Fulton, Giddings, Goggin, Gott, Greeley, Gregory, | 


Grinnell, Willard P. Hatl, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hamp- 
ton, Moses Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Hen- 
ley, Henry, Hill, Inge, Jenkine, Robert W. Johnson, Kauf- 
man, Kellogg, Kennon, Daniel P. King, Lahm, Willam T. 


Lawrence, Letter, Levin, Lincoln, Lynde, McClelland, || 
McLane, Job Manu, Marsh, Marvin, Miler, Morris, Morse, | P 


Mullin, Murphy, Nes, Newell, Nicoll, Outlaw, Palfrey, 
Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, 


Richardson, Richey, Johnna. Rockwell, Roman, Root, Rum- | 


sey, St. John, Sawyer, Schenck, Shepperd, Silvester, Smart, 
Calcb B. Smith, Robert Smith, ‘Truman Simith, Stauton, 
Andrew Stewart, Chailes E. Stuart, ‘Thomas, Jas. ‘Thomp- 


son, Jacob Thompson, Turner, Wallace, Warren, Went- | 


worth, White, Wick, Wiley, and Williaus—112. 
The said bill, as amended, was then ordered to 


be engrossed and read the third me; and, being | 


engrossed, was accordingly read the third ume. 


‘The question then recurred on the passage of | 


the bill. 
Mr. McKAY moved the previous question; 


which was seconded, and under the operation | 


thereof, the bill was passed—yeas 158, nays 16— 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Barringer, Barrow, | 
Beale, Bedinger, Belcher, Birdsall, Blackmar, Bowdon, 


Boyd, Boyden, Bridges, Brodiead, Charles Brown, Albert 
G. Brown, Buckner, Burt, Canby, Catheart, Chase, Franklin 
Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Clingman, Howell Cobb, William- 
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son R. W. Cobb, Coeke, Collamer, Collins, Conger. ¢ 

Cummins, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Garnett Dien, rozier 
Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Alexander Evans, ee Duna, 
Faran, Farrelly, Featherston. Picklin, Fishy r. x Evans, 


: , : : Fiourge 
Freediey, French, Fulton, Giddings, Gogzin, ae Gre y, 


Greeley, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Willard Pp. Hall, Naua” 
K. Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, 4 ny 
Harmanson, Harris, Henley, Henry, Hill, Hil Reig. 


ard, Blias 
Holmes, George 8. Houston, Hubbard, Hudeon, Ing - B 
=~? in, 


Jenkins, James H. Johnson, George W. Jones, K ta 

Kellogg, Kennon, Daniel P. King, Labm, Williay, , “y a 
rence, Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, Levin, Ligon rs — 
McClelland, MeDowell, Mclivaine, MeKay, odo” = 
Queen, Job Mann, Horace Mann, Marvin, Miller, \. ri 
Morse, Mullin, Murphy, Nes, Newell, Nicoll, Outiay 
frey, Peaslee, Peck, Pendleton, Petrie, Peyton, | 
Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, Richardson, Richey, Rp 


tickhill, 


| Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Roman, Root, R; 


orris, 
, Pal. 


, 
! 
lloes 
Ky 


v : - sey, 
St. Jobn, Sawyer, Schenck, Shepperd, Silvester, Sinai 
Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, ‘Truman Smith, Stanton 


Starkweather, Andrew Stewart, Charles E. Stuart, Stroiy,, 
Strong, Tallmadge, Thomas, Richard W. Thompson, J ‘hn 
B. Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, Tharson, Toons 
Turner, Van Dyke, Venable, Wallace, Warren, Went. 
worth, White, Wick, Wiley, and Williams—15x, | 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashmun, Brady, Chapman, Cranston 
Gayle, Charles J. Ingersoll, Robert W. Johnson, Lynde’ 
Maclay, Pettit, Rhett, Slingerland, Taylor, Thibodeau. 
Tompkins, and Vinton—16, ' 

Mr. McK AY moved that the vote by which said 
bill was passed be reconsidered, and also that the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in said bill. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS. 


The mileage bill having been disposed of, the 
call of the committees for reports was continued; 
when— 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the 
bill from the Senate entitled ** An act for the relief 
of the owners of the schooner Ticonie,”’ reported 
the same back to the House without amendment, 
Committed to the Committee of the Whole, 

Mr. ROCKWELL, from the same committee, 
to whom was referred the petition of George 
Mowry, of Pennsylvania, reported a bill for hus 
relief, accompanied by a report in writing; which 
was read twice, committed to the-Committee of 
the Whole, and the bill and report ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, from the same committee, 
to whom was referred the petition of Charles 
Stuart, reported a bill for his relief, accompanied 
by a report in writing; which bill was read twice, 
committed to the Committee of the Whole, and the 
bill and report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports upon the petitions of Joseph 
D. Ward, John B. Cooper, Jacob Moore, Jeremiah 
Carpenter, and of Captain Thomas Duer; which 
reports were laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. ASHMUN inguired if it was now in order 
to move to proceed to the business on the Speaker’s 
table? 

The SPEAKER replied it would be in ten 


minutes. 
COLLECTION DISTRICT IN TEXAS. 


Mr. THIBODEAUX, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill to establish the collee- 
tion district of Brazos Santiago, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read twice. 

Mr. T. said he would not detain the House by 
any explanation of the bill. He hoped it would 
be put upon its engrossment. 

Mr. ROOT inquired whether the bill had been 
rinted? 

The SPEAKER replied that it had just been 
reported. ; 

Mr. ROOT objected to its engrossment until the 
House had opportunity to know what the bill 
was. 

The SPEAKER suggested to Mr. Tuipopeavs 
that there was a bill of the same title upon the 
Speaker’s table, which had come from the Senate. 

Mr. THIBODEAUX replied, that that bill 
might not be reached in some time; and it was 
absolutely necessary that a bill should be passed 
immediately. He therefore hoped that it would 
now be engrossed. 

Mr. ROOT said he did not wish to throw any 
obstacles in the way of the passage of this bill. 
But they had got into a good deal of difficulty at@ 
previous session by passing a bill (without know- 
| ing what it was) establishing certain post routes 
| in Texas. He would do nothing which should 
) go to recognize the Rio Grande as the westera 





] 
andary of Texas, till he knew what he was 


hott RINNELL explained that there was no 
nition of the Rio Grande, or anything in the 
. relative to the boundary of Texas. 

“Mp, ROOT said, no doubt that was the under- 
sanaing of the genteman from Massachusetts, 
He remembered very well that they had been as- 
; ved atthe last session of Congress that there was 
sothing in the post route bill that could be ob- 
ected to; but when the bill came to be examined, 
* majority of this House were satisfied to the con- 


i:. GOGGIN said a word in explanation of 
ve bill, which was not heard by the reporter. 
ir. THIBODEAUX explained that the collec- 
» district proposed to be established was in- 
ded in the collection district now existing. 

Vp. ROOT (resuming) said all this did not sat- 
ify him of the propriety of voting upon a bill 
yaich he could not understand, and which nobody 
sould understand without examining. He did not 
doubt the sincerity of gentlemen who assured him 
what their understanding was; but his own and 
hat of other gentlemen might be different when 
became to examine the bill. — ° 

Whatever questions mightarise as to the western 
boundary of Texas, he wished to act understand- 

sly upon—with his eyes open. He did not wish 
eammit himself. He wanted to vote right when 
those questions came to be decided, but he wanted 
toknow upon what he was voting. | 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, called for the read- | 
ing of the Lill; which was read. 

Mr. EVANS was proceeding to make some re- 
marks, when— 

Mr. ASHMUN rose and said, as this bill was 
likely to give rise to debate, and that the bill might 
Le printed, he moved that the House now proceed 
to the business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. A. asked for tellers on his motion; who 
were ordered, viz: Messrs. Asomun and Burt— 
who (the question having been taken) reported— 
ayes 83, noes 68. 

‘So, pending the business under consideration, the 
House determined to proceed to the consideration 


of business on the Speaker’s table, 
BILLS ON SPEAKER’S TABLE. 

The bill from the Senate entitled ‘An act to 
extend the provisions of an act approved the 3d 
of March, 1847, for carrying into effect the exist- 

scompact with the States of Alabama and Mis- 
sissippl With regard to the five per cent. fund and 
school reservations,” was read twice. 

Mr. COLLAMER meved to amend the bill by 
striking out the word ** five,’’ in the 10th line, and 
inserting ** three;’? which amendment was agreed 
10. 

The bill as amended was then read a third time | 
and passed. 

CHANGE OF A COLLECTION DISTRICT. 


The bill to transfer the towns of Vinal Haven, 
North Haven, and Islesboro’, from the collection 
district of Penobscot to that of Belfast, in the State 
of Maine, yesterday ordered to be engrossed and 
read the third time, was read the third time. 

And the question being upon its passage— 

Mr. ASHMUN moved the previous question; 
pin yas seconded, and the main question wes 
ordered. } 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the bill be laid | 
upon the table; which was not agreed to. 

he question recurred, ‘* Shall the bill pass?” 
and being put, it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. SMART moved that the vote be reconsid- 
tred by which the said bill was passed, and also 
“iat hat motion be laid on the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 

_ Ordered, "That the Clerk request the concurrence of the | 
Senate in the said bill, . 


PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS. 

The bill Yo grant preémption rights for certain 
sands in the Great Miami river, yesterday ordered 
‘) Se engrossed and read a third time, was read a 
third time; and 
The question being, Shall the bill pass? it was 
P ',and decided in the affirmative, and sent to the 
“chute for concurrence. 

GEOLOGIST FOR CALIFORNIA. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the joint resolution to authorize the appointment | 
ol & geologist to accompany the army and navy | 
oticers who have been appointed to examine the | 


th 


T 
+ 





_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| coast of California and Oregon, introduced by Mr. 


Tuomas Lb. Kine, on the 2ist December last. 

The question pending being upon the engross- 
ment— 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the said 
resolution be laid on the table; which motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. JONES moved that the vote by which the 
said joint resolution was laid on the table be re- 
considered, and also that that motion be laid on the 
table; which latter motion was agrted to. 


THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


The Lill next in the order of business was the 
bill to abolish the franking privilege, (heretofore 
introduced on leave by Mr. Dixon,) and the pend- 
ing question was on its engrossment. 

Mr. DIXON said that he would not, at this late 
period of the session, enter into any debate upon this 
bill. He wished, however, to otier a modification 
of it, which he presumed would be assented to by 
all the members. 

He would first ask that the bill might be read. 

And the bill having been read accordingly — 

Mr. D, sent to the Clerk’s table his proposed 
modification thereof; which having been read, Mr. 
D. asked if there was any objection to it. 

The SPEAKER said that the bill had been twice 
read, and the gentleman could not therefore mod- 
ify his own bil. The question would be on the 
amendment now proposed by him. 

Mr. DIXON. Cannot the modification be made 
by general consent? 

The SPEAKER answered affirmatively. 

Objection having been made, the pending ques- 
tion was on the adoption of the amendment (or 
modification. ) 

Mr. DIXON demanded the previous question. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the bill be laid on 
the table; but, on the request of several gentlemen, 
that a vote should be taken on the demand for the 
previous question, he did not press his motion at 
this moment. 

Mr. GOGGIN appealed to the gentleman from 
Connecticut [Mr. Dixon} to withdraw his demand 
for the previous question. 

He would state, ine said, for the information of the 
House, what his object in making this request was. 
lt was to move that the bill be committed to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


| with instructions to reporta general bill embracing 
| the objects contemplated in the bill of the gentle- 


man from Connecticut, [Mr. Dixon,] and aiso em- 
bracing the provisions of the bill heretofore report- 
ed for the reducuon of the rates of postage. Also, 
with instructions to consider the bill heretofore 
reported by the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means |Mr. Vinton,| making provis- 
ion tor the service of the Post Uriice Department, 
for the year ending 30th June, 1850. He presumed 


that these objects could only be accomplished at 
| this stage of tne bill. He would, however, inquire 


of the Speaker whether his object could be attained 
imany other way than by the motion he (Mr. G.) 


| had indicated ? 


The SPEAKER. 
amendment, 
Mr. GOGGIN. Well, in either event, I ask the 


The bill is now open to 


| gentleman from Connecticut to withdraw his de- 


mand for the previous question, so that | may offer 
an amendment to the bill. 

Mr. DIXON persisted in his motion. 

Mr. GOGGIN. If the House should refuse to 
second the demand for the previous quesuon, what 
will be the condition of the bill? 

The SPEAKER, The question will then be 
first on the amendment proposed by the gentleman 


| from Connecticut, [Mr. Dixon.) Afier that has 
been decided, any other amendment may be offered. | 


The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, and decided in the nega- 
tive. 

So there was not a second. 

Mr. KAUFMAN now renewed his motion that 


_ the bill be laid on the table. 


Mr. GOGGIN was understood to appeal to the 
gentleman from Texas, |Mr. Kaurman,| as an as- 
sociate on the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, not to preclude him (Mr. G.) from 
making this amendment. He appealed to the gen- 
Ueman as one of the friends of cheap postage. 
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the gentleman was, if he (Mr. K.) should with- 
draw the motion to lay on the table? 

Mr. GOGGIN explained, as heretofore stated. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said that the gendeman had 
a bill before the House in relation to this very 
question. He (Mr. K.) was anxious to have a 
distinct test vote on the question involved in the bill 
of the gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Dixon,} 
unconnected with other matters embraced in the 
bill of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Gog- 
Gin.]| He (Mr. K.) was in favor of some of the 
amendments contemplated by the gentleman from 
Virginia, but he was opposed to the aboluion of 
the franking privilege. 

Mr. PETTIT called the gentleman to order. 
There was (Mr. P. said) a motion pending to lay 
the bill on the table. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said that he had the control 
of his own motion, and he had the floor. 

2 Mr. PETTIT denied that the gentle man from 
Texas had the floor. 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. Pertir] would state his point of order. 

Mr. PETTIT said his point of order was, that 
there was pending a motion made by the gentle- 
man from Texas, [Mr. Kaurman,] to lay the bill 
upon the table, and that that moton was not de- 
batable. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman had 
made the motion to lay on the table, and of course 
he had it in his power to withdraw it for his own 
purposes, 

Mr. PETTIT said that the gentleman had not 
withdrawn the motion, and had no right, there- 
fore, to make a speech. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. PET- 
TIT and Mr. KAUFMAN. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said that he wished a distinct 
vote. He therefore persisted in his motion to lay 
the bill on the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, asked the yeas and 
nays on that motion, which were ordered; and 
being taken, resulted—yeas 8], nays 104, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, Barrow, 
Birdsall, Botts, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brady, William G. 
Brown, Burt, Chapman, Beverly L. Clarke, Clingman, Wil- 
liamson R. W. Cobb, Coeke, Dickey, Dounell, Edsall, Piek- 
lin, Freedley, French, Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, Hale, Wilard 
P, Hall, Moses Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, 
Henry, George 8. Llouston, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Jenkins, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, John W. 
Jones, Kaufinan, Lahm, Lumpkin, MeClernand, Me Dowell, 
Melivaine, MeQueen, Job Mann, Horace Mann, Meade, 
Morehead, Morse, Nes, Ouilaw, Petrie, Pettit, Phetps, Pils- 
bury, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, Sawyer, Shepperd, 
Slingerland, Robert Smith, Truman Smith, Stanton, Chartes 
F. Stuart, Strong, Tallmadge, Taylor, Thibodeaux, Thomas, 
James ‘Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Robert A. Thoup-on, 
William ‘Thompson, Turner, Venable, Wallace, and War- 
ren—sl. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Bayly, Beale, Bedin- 
ger, Belcher, Bingham, Blackmar, Bocock, Boyden, Brod 
head, Albert G. Brown, Canby, Franklin Clark, Howell 
Cobb, Collamer, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Cri-field, Chow- 
ell, Crozier, Cummins, Darling, Dixon, Dunn, Edwards, 
Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Paran, FParretly, 
Fisher, Flournov, Fulton, Giddings, Goggin, Gott, Greeley, 
Gregory, Nathan K. Hall, Henley, Elias B. Holmes, Hubbard, 
Inge, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, James H. Johnson, Kellogg, 
Daniel P. King, William T. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, 
Leffler, Levin, Ligon, Lincoln, Lord, Lyude, Mactay, Me- 
Clelland, MeKay, McLane, Mars, Marvin, Miller, Morris, 
Mullin, Murphy, Newell, Nicoll, Peasiee, Peck, Pendleton, 
Peyton, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, Rockhill, 
Julius Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Root, Rumeey, 8t. John, 
Schenck, Sherrill, Silvester, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, 
Andrew Stewart, Strohm, Richard W. Thompson, Thur-ton, 
Tor ins, Toombs, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wentworth, White, 
Wi Viley, Williams, Wilmot, and Woodward—104. 

So the House decided that the bill should not 
be laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the amendment— 

Mr. DIXON again demanded the previous ques- 
tion. . 

And the question thereon having been stated, the 
Speaker said that there was clearly a majority op- 
posed to it. 

So there was not a second. 

And the question again recurring on the amend- 
ment— ; 

Mr. ASHMUN said that he understood the bill 
to be now open to amendment. He therefore 
proposed to amend it by adding the following sec- 
tion; which was read: 

Be it further enacted, That from and after the first day of 
July next, the rate of letter postage shall be aniform through. 
out the United States, irrespective of distance; and all letiers 
passing through the post office -hall be charged by weigi.t as 


|| follows, viz: Each letter weighing not more than half an 


unce, two cents; each beter weighing more than half an 


Mr. KAUFMAN inquired what the object of |, oniae and net wore han one ounce, four cents; each ieuer 
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weighing more than one ounce and not more than two 
ounces, eight cents; and four cents additional tor every 
ounce, or fraction of an ounce, additional weight. And all 
letters not prepaid at the Gime of mailing, shall be charged 
double po-tage. And the Postmaster Geveral shall provide 
suitable stamps, to be used in the prepayor nt of postage, 
and cause them to be kept for sale in each post office in the 
United Staves. Aud the Postiwaster General may make to the 
several postmasters a compen sation equal tn proportion to 
the iabor performed to what they now recetve, 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, rose to a question of 
order. He desired to know whether the amend- 
ment of the genteman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Asumen] was in order as an amendment to this 
bill. Jt was a bill to abolish the franking priv- 
ileve, and the subject of the reduction of the rates 
of postage did not come within the compass of the 


provisions contemplated by it. The amendmen 
was out of order, as irrelevant to the objects of the 
bill. It was not pertinent under the decision which 


tie Speaker had frequently made. The Speaker 
had gone so far as to decide (and his decision had 
been sustained by the House) that where a reso- 
lution was pending to pay a claim of a member 
contesting a seat, it was notin order to amend the 
resolution by providing for paying another mem- 
Thus strictly had the 
Speaker laid down this rule, and the House had 
sustained him. This, he repeated, was a bill to 
abolish the franking privilege, and he could not 
see the pertinency or relevancy to it of an amend- 


ber contesting a seat. 


ment containing provisions for the reducuon of 


the rates of postage. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say, that he 
considered the bill equivalent to a provision that 
members of Congress and others, who now sent 
their letters free, should pay the rates of postage 
established by law. It was a bill, therefore, which 
related to the subject of postage. The amendment 
provided for a reduction of the present rates of 
yostuge, and was therefore in order. 

Mr. COBB appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, and sustained the appeal in a few remarks. 

Mr. GOGGILN moved to lay the appeal on the 
table. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
aflirmative—ayes 75, noes 52. 

So the appeal was laid on the table. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Asumun— ® : 

Mr. ASHMUN said he did not wish to detain 
the House in the discussion of the amendment. 
He had no desire to do it, because, in the first 
place, he thought the minds of the members of this 
House must be made up if they represented the 
opimions of the people, 

ile had moved this amendment, because he was 
satisfied that it was the only opportunity which 
they would have, at the present session, to test 
the sense of the House upon the quesuun of cheap 
postage. He had confined 1 to the simple ques- 
ton of letter postage; leaving out all the other 
questions, involved and difficultas they might be, 
80 as not to embarrass the question. 

‘The House would see that his proposition was 
to establish a uniform rate of postage of two cents 


for all letters weighing half an ounce; for letters of 


one ounce, four cents, and so on, increasing the 
rates in proportion to the increase of weight; ma- 
king, in fact, this matter of letter carriage a matter 
of freight, and nothing else. Without saying 
another word, he would leave the question to be 
disposed of by the House. 

Mr. GOGGIN, in order (he said) to attajgathe 
object to which he wished to arrive, ine 
whether it was in order to commit the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with tustractions ? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was. 

Mr. GOGGIN then moved to commit the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, with instructions to report a bill em- 
bracing a reauced rate of postage; and also, the 
sane or similar provisions to those contained in 
said bill in regard to the franking privilege. 

The SPEAKER said the laiter part of the in- 
structions was clearly out of order, as it proposed 
to change the order of business. 

Mr. GOGGIN said he would strike out the latter 
part, then. The other was clearly in order, he 
supposed ? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. HILLIARD desired (before the gentleman 
from Virginia proceeded with his remarks) to in- 
quire whether it was in order, before the vote was 


_of other gentiemen in this House. 


the amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- 
selisr 

The SPEAKER replied that it would not be. 
The motion to commit took precedence of the mo- 
tion to amend. 


{| 


Mr. GOGGIN resumed the floor, and proceeded | 


to address the House during his hour, in exposi- 
tion of his views upon the general quesuon of post- 
age, and in advocacy of cheap rates. [A report 
of his remarks is prepared, but we are ovliged to 
deier its publication. } 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said he did not propose 
to go into the discussion of all the questions in- 
volved in this bill, and he notified gentiemen who 
were desirous to obtain the floor, that he should 
occupy it but a Jew minutes. 

‘There were only two or three points to which 
he proposed to direct the attention of gentlemen. 
The genldeman from Virginia [Mr. Gogein] had 
lad gown a principle which he conceived to be 
wholly erroneous, and which did great injustice to 
his | Mr. G.’s] constituents, as well as to his own, 


(Mr. C.’s;) and he wished to see no such prin- | 


ciple ingratted upon the legislauon of Congress. 
‘The gendeman had compared the expenditures of 
the Post Office Veparunent, in the transportation 
of the mail inthe several States of the Union, with 
the amount of revenue received in those States re- 
specuvely; and he had brought each State in debt 
tor the excess of the expenditure over the revenue 
received. ‘Lhe gentleman had taken, for instance, 
the State of Geurgia, and showed that a given 
amount was annually expended in that State for 
the transportauon of the mails, and then that a 
certain amount of the revenues of the department 
was received from the State of Georgia; and the 
latter sum being less than the former, he had con- 
cluded that the people of Georgia were under very 
great obligauon to New York and other States of 
the Umion in which there was an excess of re- 
ceipts over the expenditures, for furnishing them 
the means by which their mails were transported. 

Hie asked the géntleman from Virginia to ex- 
plain to his constituents and the country the source 
trom which the city of New York was enabled to 
pay 80 large an amount of revenue to the Post 
Omce Department. Did the gentleman-intend to 
convey the idea to the country that the citizens of 
the city of New York, where this large amount of 
postage was received, contributed out of their own 
pockets, and that the people of Georgia were under 
vbligauon to them for this sacrifice of so much 
money to pay for the transportauon of the mails 
in Georgia? Did the gentleman intend to palm off 
upou the country this gross error, which did such 


| sustained the burdens of the Post Office 
| ment, it was said that they were under o\)]) 


| document which had been communic 


| man’s facts and figures. 
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—~ of the country, and as their agents ws 
he people of Georgia, through the merchants 
New York and the other great commercial ia of 
paid the money; and when they asked the » ive 
priation of their own money, for their 0, oe 
facilities, for the accommodation of the people a 


Depart. 


; ; , Zari 
to the city of New York for the support of the 
€ 


Post Office Department. He denied this doctr 
entirely; it was at war with the truth; j 
with the facts of the case. 

Mr. GOGGIN interposed, and said he hoped th 
gentleman would excuse him for reminding him 
that the facts and figures which he had ‘eas 
were not his, (Mr. G.’s,) but were taken from ‘ 
ate 
House of Representatives by the Nasu 
eral, and called for by resolution of the House 1 

Mr. COBB said he did not object to the venile. 
He did not deny them 
It was the argument which the gentleman derived 
from them of which he complained. Certain| the 
gentleman would not hold the Postmaster General 
responsible for all the arguments and in 
which he might draw from facts and fivur 
municated by that officer. ’ 

Mr. GOGGIN, in explanation, stated, that jf 


ine 
> IL Was at War 


ferenceg 
res Com. 


they took the city of New York entirely out of 


the question, the same state of facts still existed 

Mr. COBB replied, that if this subject one 
traced through all its ramifications, it would be 
found that this excess of postage was received 
from the commercial community—from the mer- 
chants who did the business for the people, and 


_ that it was ultimately paid by the consuming por. 
tion of the country. 


[Some gentlen”An (in his seat) was here under. 
stood to inquire of Mr. Cops what were his opin. 


| ions on the question of the reduction of postage?} 


He was now arguing on another point, (he re- 
plied.) He wanted to drive this heresy out of the 
House; he wanted to pin it to the wall; and then 
he would meet the question of the reduction of 

ostage. 

He should advocate, (he proceeded to say,) he 
should vote for the reduction of postage. When 
the bill for the reduction of postage was before the 
House two years since, he had voted against it, 


_He was now satisfied that he had done wrong. 


He now believed that that reduction was not too 
radical; but at the time he had been of the contrary 


opinion. 


uijustice to Lhe genUeman’s consutuents as well as | 


his own? From what was the revenue received 
in the city of New York derived? From letters— 
from letters on business written by the mercantile 


community, the postage on which was charged | 


by the merchants of the city of New York to their 
correspondents In the country, and was ultimate- 
ly paid out of the pockets of the gentleman’s con- 


He was not, however, wholly satisfied with the 
argument of those who went for the reduction of 
postage, that the greater the reduction the greater 
would be the revenue received. But he was willing 
to go so far as to establish one regular, uniform 
rate of five cents. He believed the friends of cheap 
postage, together with those who might be consid- 


| ered in Opposiuon to it, ought, for the present, 


sutuents and his own, as well as the constituents | 


W herever 
there was this great excess of revenues received 
in the commercial cities, 1t could be traced to the 


intercourse they had with the country at large. | 


The city of New York was the great commercial 
emporium of this country, and the revenues of the 
Post Office Department received there were paid 
out of the pockets of his constituents as weil as of 
all who traded with the city of New York. 
Would the gentleman trom Virginta contend 
that the city of New York paid all the revenues 
which were received in that city from duties on 
imports? A large proportion of the revenues trom 
imports of this Government were received in the 
custom-house of New York; but did the city of 
New York therefore support this Government? 
Was that the gentleman’s doctrine? No; the 


merchants who paid the duues in the city of New | 


York acted merely as the agents of the consuming 
sections of ali the country; and the ciuzens of New 
York paid out of their own pockets not one dollar 
of customs, except so far as they were the con- 
sumers of imported goods. The same principle 
applied to the revenues of the Post Office Depart- 
ment. 


Of all the people of this country, what class de- | 


rived the greatest benefit from the mail transport- 
auon? The mereanule community. They lived 
by it; they could notexist without 1. When they 


taken on the motion to eommit, te move to amend |) paid the postages, they acted as the agents of the 


unite upon common ground, and make a uniform 
rate of five cents. They ought not to be too ral- 
ical in their movements, but to test the matter by 
degrees, and see how the rate of five cents would 
work. His own opinion was, that it would sus- 
tain the department. 

One word about the doctrine that the Post Office 


| Department ought to be a self-sustaining machine. 


It ought to be. He saw no reason why it shonld 
not be. It was very evident that this department 
must be sustained by taxation in some form; and 
why should it not be by taxation upon the corre- 
spondence of the country, (to facilitate which, was 
the very purpose of its establishment,) and not 


_ upon the sugar, salt, and other articles consumed 


| 
| 
il 


the new system of postage. 


in the country? 

He was in favor of such a rate of postage 
should enable the department, from its own reve 
nues, to support itself. This could be done as tt 
had been done heretofore. It had been done under 
He was willing 
go one step further, and reduce it now to five 
cents, 

The question then arose, if the department was 
sustained at a rate of five cents, and could be até 
less rate, whether he would be willing to reduce 
it below five cents? His support of the reduction 
below five cents—whether the revenues pr 
by it were sufficient to support the department of 
not—depended entirely upon another question, @ 
that was upon the adoption of a silver coin to com 
form to the rates of postage. If it could be ascer 
tained that a rate of postage of two and @ 
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